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RevpeEtEMERS CHARGE 


THE 


— Againſt his Declining 
CHURCHES, 
Exemplified in the Caſe of the 


Cnunxch of EPHESUS; 


And applied to the State of Religion in the pre- 
3 ſent Time. 


In which the Symptoms, Cauſes, and Conſe-. 
quences of Declenſions in the Churches 


of CHRIST, are particularly conſider d. 


: Firſt preached, and now publiſhed with ſome En- 
© Hlargement at the Requeſt of thoſe who heard it. 


—u— 


| By BENJAMIN WALLIN. 1 


| cy aloud, fpare not, lift up thy voice like a trumpet, and ſhew 
my people their tranſgreſſion, and the houſe of ** their 
fins. IS AIAH viii. 1 
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E 4 L for the doctrines and ordi- * 
> ys nances of the Goſpel is now become 4 
very unfaſhionable, and too generally | 

WIN eſteemed a cloke-of bypocriſy, or the 
fruit of ;gnorance and bigotry ; inſomuch that 
a perſon who is animated to plead for them, muſt 
expett to fall under reproach, while he that def- 
piſes them, or is indifferent about his religious 
ſentiments and practices, is applauded as a man of 
fenſe and candour. If we would eſcape the cen- 
fure of many in this day, who make high freten- 
ons to charity, we muſt bs ſure to avoid con- 
tending for the truth we love, whatever menſures 
are taken by them, or others to undervalue, and 
| fink it into contempt. Thus when errors dia- 
A metrically 
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metrically oppoſite to the faith once. delivered to 
the Saints, are induſtriouſiy ſpread amongſt us, 
thoſe who have embraced it, however affected 
with its importance, are by no means to ſtir for 
its vindication and honour. But tis unreaſo- 
nable to expect ſuch conceſſions from thoſe who 
are friends to the Goſpel; or that while many, 
under the character of Proteſtants, are taking 
pains to diſtroy the credit of thoſe glorious do- 
Grines that were reſcued from Popery at the 


Reformation, and are of the laſt importance to 
the intereſt of true religion ; thoſe who are con- 


vinced of their excellency ſhould keep ſilence. 


TT tis a great mercy the Bible is in our hands, 
and that notwithflanding the ſad departure, 
there is among us, from the principles of our 
 Reformers, the doctrines they preached ariſe 
with the fulleſt evidence from the ſacred word 
to the conſeiences of many, who embrace them 
with no leſs ſatigſaction and joy ; nor is it any 
ſmall happineſs there are flull ſome left who are 
both able and willing to engage in the neceſſary 


work of defending this Goſpel, both from the 
pulpit and the preſs. 


BUT 1 apprehend the enemy has none of the 
leaſt of his advantages againſt the truth, from 
| the 


9 


SFA m 
the lulewarm and inactive flate of thoſe, who 
profeſs their adherence to it, and which therefore 


ſhould not be overlool”d; for it is of great im- 


portance to maintain the ne in their 
primitive purity and uſe, and keep up to a be- 
coming converſation, in order to preſerve the fim-. 
plicity and foundnejs of Chriſtian dictrine. Theſe 
muſt not be divided, if we would ſee the intereſt 
of true religion flouriſh. The preſent deſection 
of profeſſors, eſpecially in their relative capa- 
cities as members of the Churches of Chriſt, has 
induced me to comply with a requeſt for the pub- 
lication of this ſmall piece, in hopes it might be 


ſubſervient, under the divine bleſſing, to provoke 
ſome who are greatly declined from their firſt 


principles of their profeſſion, and their many 
obligations and vows, to repent and do their 
firſt works. 


Jam very ſenſible it is an unthankful office to 
attempt the awakening thoſe who are betrayed 
into ſo drowſy a frame as to love to ſlumber z 
and I fear this is the condition of ſome in our 
day. In ſuch a caſe, if a man 1s not happily 
inſtrumental of convincing the perſons he diſturbs 


of the neceſſity of the alarm, he is fure to draw 


on himſelf their diſpleaſure, and muſt cpect 10 
meet with a ſevere rebuke, for what they will 
N call 
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call his impertinence and folly. But as I am 
perſuaded there muſt be an alteration in our con- 
duct before the candleſticks, yet continuing with 
us, will ſhine with that glory and brightneſs we | 
are daily praying for; I am willing to venture 
the conſequence, in humble expeftation that at 
leaſt one backſliding profeffor will ſo accept the 
word of exhortation, as to return to his former 
works ; this will redound to the honour of Chriſt, | 
and be an advantage to thoſe with whom be is 
in fellowſhip. 4 


ALL the labours of Miniflers both in 
preaching and writing for the conviction of 
gainſayers, and for the warning or eſtabliſhment 
of thoſe who are under a profeſſion, are like to 
prove ineffettual, if the latter remain fleepy and 
ſtupiſied. M ben ſuch are not vigorous and di- 
ligent to fill up their character, by a holy and 

* ſpiritual converſation, by a conſtant and reve- 
rent attendance upon the inſtitutions of their 
Lord, and by bringing forth the fruits of love, 
it ſtrengthens the prejudices of carnal men againſt 
the importance and influence of the truth, and 
adminiſters to their infidelity. It is to little 
purpoſe to have a name in a Church, without 
diſcharging the duties or enjoying the privileges 
of fuch a relation; to bear ſermons without pon- | 

| dering 
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dering them over in our hearts, or to ſubſcribe 
for or purchaſe paraphraſes, expoſitions, &c. 

without ſearching into them : yet there is ground 

= to ſuſpeft this is the conduct of many, who are 

= funk into a ſupine and carnal frame: hence they 

are ſo foon abaſhed by thoſe who deſpiſe the Goſpel, 

and turned afide thro their ſubtleties. 


THE declenfjons lamented are the more a 72 
fecting, as they diſcover how little practical 
godlineſs there is in the cleſets and families of 
Chriſtians ; for private neglects of duty are al- 
ways previous to a vifible abatement of publick 
zeal : True religion firſt diſplays itſelf in ſecret 
and in our retired devotion, its decays are firſt 
to be diſcerned. When our Congregations bear 
the melancholy ſymptoms laid down in the ſequel, 
there is room to be jealous of a too general omiſ- 
fron of ſecret and family prayer, of reading and 
meditating on the Scriptures, and of every other 
" | branch of private duty. When I ſee a perſon 
, make a practice of coming very late into publick 
/ ſervice, without any apparent cauſe, I am fear- 
d WF Ful he has ſpent little or no time in his cloſet for 
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obtaining a ſuitable frame far the ſanctuary, or 

2 bleſſing on the Word and Ordinances. For 
„tho in ſome inflances it may be unavoidable, 
- | Jet, confidering the time of day W N for our 
8 Hated 
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flated aſſemblies, believe upon examination it 
will be found in moſt caſes to be utterly inexcu- 


fable. 


THERE it another thing which I appre- 
hend has had no ſmall influence towards our pub. 
lick declenſions, viz. the little care taken by ſome 
Profeſſors of late years, to inſtil into the minds 
of. their children the principles of religion, by | 
cauſing them to read the Scriptures daily, en- 
couraging them to learn ſome peculiar parts of it 
by heart, catechifing them, and putting them 
upon, and inſtructing them in the performance 
of the neceſſary and reaſonable duty of prayer. 
Our not being able to beſtow ſpecial grace on the 

fouls of our children, is no excuſe for the neglect 
of theſe means; it is exceeding weak, and may 
be of dangerous conſequence to argue againſt our 
endeavours after the ſpiritual profit of thoſe un- 
der our care, becauſe we are not able to give a | 
' ſaving efficacy to them. The force of the objetti- | 
on is the ſame againſt all inſtructions with reſpett 
to the ignorant and unconverted ; and upon this 
principle, preaching the word 1tſelf, (the neceſ- 
ſary means of ſalvation) muſt be laid afide as 
fruitleſs, with reſpect to unbelievers. I am 
inclined however to think, that the negleci 
of this duty is in moſt inſtances owing ra- 
ther to a ſpiritual floth, and declenſion of pa- 
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rents from that fervent ſpiritual affeftion, which 
animated our immediate predeceſſors to a diligent 
diſcharge of it. But from what occaſion ſoever 
the omiſſion ariſes, it is attended with very bad 
effets on the minds of our youth; and to this J 
conceive is owing in a-great meaſure that flight 
and contempt, which is ſo viſibly caſt by many of 
fle preſent and riſing generation on the profeſſion 
their fathers, without any juſtifiable reaſon, 
or decent excuſe, together with other ſad conſe= * 
quences, which for brevity wy I ys beer to re- 


late. 


7 AM far from thi mY ng the Diſſenters, or 
any part of them, whom I may be ſuppoſed prin- 
cipally to refer to, are alone in their declenſions; 
there 15 a general ſcorn of religion too apparent 
almoſt every-where, and particularly to be dif- 
cerned. in public Worſhip; a neglef of which 
has remarkably prevailed in proportion to the 
ſpread of theſe ſentiments, which are fubverſive 
e the glory of divine grace in the ſalvation of 
nners by the Blood of Chriſt, and other peculiar 
” deftrines of the Goſpel, I am credibly inform- 
ed, in many of the Aſſemblies of thoſe who are of 
the eſtabliſhed perſuaſion, this neglect is notorious, 
to the grief” of all ſerious perſons among them. 
Lamentable caſe indeed]! On what denomi nation 


foever 
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we turn our eyes, we behold the contempt 
of divine Ordinances. We have need therefore 
all to unite in humbling ourſelves before God, on 


account of this ſure token of a growing infidelity 
in the nation, and of the dreadful hardneſs and 


impenitency of the people, who can thus impiouſly 
defy the Almighty, and deſp1je his providence, by 
caſting off the form of his fear, at a time when 
wwe are chaſtiſed by a deſolating and expenſive 
war, and a ſpreading peſtilential diſeaſe among 
our cattle. Tudgments which have often fore- 
run the deſtruftion "of a wicked nation, who 
have obſtinately perfiſted in their rebellion againſt 
God. 


MY requeſt to the Reader is, that his can- 
dour in peruſing theſe ſheets, may be followed with 
his prayers for the bleſſing of God upon them, 
that they may be of ſome ſervice towards the re- 
vival of vital and exper: mental Religion among 
us, to which I remain a moſt ſincere and hearty 


well-wifher. 


REV. 
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Nevertheleſs, I have ſomewhat a 
thee, becauſe thou haſt left thy fir}s love. 


— — — 


— 


F 


The introduction, the accuſation laid againſt the 
church of Ephbeſus explain d, their having left 
therr firſt love no prejudice to the ſaints final 
perſeverance, the awfulneſs of the charge col 


fidering who brings it. 


HE facts contained in the Epiſtles to 
the ſeven Churches in Aa were 

doubtleſs literally true concerning 

them, and all the threatnings and 
promiſes they comprehend were immediately 
directed to them; but vet they are juſtly 
eſteemed prophetical and typical of the f uture 
condition of the Churches of Chriſt in different 
periods of time, and of his diſpenſations towards 
them. It is evident from experience that Chri- 
ſtian ſocieties in all ages are incident to the like 
circumſtances; : and as no ſcripture is of private 
Interpretation, ſo theie Epiſtles are recorded 
tor the learning of the people of God to the end 
of the world. Chriſt and his word are un- 
B changeably 


2 The Redeemer's Charge 
changeably the ſame; with him there is no 
reſpect of perſons; what he ſays to his Churches 
and thoſe who make a profeſſion of his name in 
any Age, and under any circumſtances, he ſays 
to all his Churches in every Age under the like 
circumſtances to the end of time; and there- 
fore if we are found in the condition our text 
deſcribes the Ephefian Church to be, what Chriſt 
fays to them he ſays to us, and woe be to them 
who deſpiſe the words of the prophecy of this 
book. Chap. i. ver. 3. and 22 verſes 18 and 
19 compared, 


Tu x paſſage before us contains, as you ſee, 
an accuſation laid againſt the Church of Epheſus, 
in an Epiſtle wrote at the command of Jeſus 
Chriſt, and ſent by John to the Angel, or Mi- 
niſter who had the overſight of that Church. 
It is prefaced with a deſcription of him who 
ſends it, who is repreſented as holding the ſeven 
ſtars in his right hand, and walking in the midſt 
of the ſeven golden candleſticks : the ſignification 
of which figures is obvious from the laſt verſe 
of the preceding chapter ; and there are various 
Inſtructions to be gather'd from this repreſen- 
tation for the encouragement of the faithful diſ- 
ciples of Chriſt, which the brevity I intend will 
not permit me to mention. 


TH x Epiſtle goes on to take notice of the 
zeal and fruitfulneſs of this Church: [ver. 2, 3.] . Þ 
the ſenſe of which ſeems to be as follows: 
* 1 know thy works, and thy labour, &c. thy in- 
« duſtry 


— 
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duſtry, care, and pains in maintaining the 
purity of my doctrine, and my ordinances, 
and tho' exerciſed with many trials, thou 
haſt endured them with patience yea, ſuch an 
indignation haſt thou continued to diſcover 
againſt fin and error, that thou can/t not bear 
them which are evil, either in doctrine, or 

ractice. Such a becoming diligence has 
bo uſed in examining thoſe that have been 
received into thy communion, that their ſpi- 
rits have been tried whether they be of God ; 
and thou haſt been ſtill more exact and care- 
ful in examining thoſe who have claimed the 
Apoſtolical Character without any Autho- 
rity from Chriſt, and haſt found them 
liars. Thus thou haſt detected many pre- 
tenders of this ſort, bearing thy teſtimony 
againſt, and rejecting of them: This thy 
zeal has expoſed thee to much reproach and 
perſecution, not only from the prophane of 
the world, but alſo, and more eſpecially, 
from theſe hypocritical profeſſors and their 


adherents ; but thou haft born up with cou— 


rage and conſtancy ; and this thou haſt done 
not out of oftentation, or for the ſake of con- 
tention, or with any finiſter view, but for 
my name's ſake, purely out of love to me, 
and with regard to my honour, thou haft la- 
boured, and haſt not fainted.” Noble Cha- 


racter indeed! How beautiful is a Church of 
Chriſt thus exerting herſelf? And how honour- 
able doth this Church appear, when her Lord 
condeſcends to bear witneſs in this manner to 
her becoming conduct? B 2 Bur 
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Bor the Epiſtle does not run thus ſmooth 
and delightful to the End; had it ſtopp'd here, 
we bod have finiſhed he account with a 1 
pleaſing admiration : but, alas, the note chan- 
.ges! and here is a melancholy antitheſis in he 
text which calls for lamentation. Newvertbeleſs, 
* notwithſtanding all this thy former zeal and 
© fruitfulneſs, O thou Church of Epheſus, once I 
« {9 famous for thy watchfulneſs and diligence,  # 
thy courage and conſtancy for my name's | 
% ſake, I have a charge againſt thee, becauſe” | 
be thou are declined and fallen, thou haſt left 
ce thy firſt love.” Sad news indeed ! what went 
before in this epillle was Highly in favour of 
this Church, and much to their honour ; but 
this is againſt her, and greatly to her diſgrace, | 
and carries in it an awful intimation of the diſ- 
pleaſure of him that wrote it. 4 


7 * — 


— 
* 


IN ths words we may obſerve, 


(I.) THE Charge; and 


(2.) Ty x Perſon that lays it, 


(I.) Tye Charge, vis. Thou haſt ft thy 
firſt [ove. 


CHRISTIAN love is a ſpiritual grace, which 
has God and Chriſt for its prime objects, and 
naturally diſplays itſelf upon every perſon, and 
every thing that bears their image and authori- 


ty; and as it is s that which no man, in his na- 
tural 


e 
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tural and depraved ſtate experiences; for the 
carnal mind is enmity againſt God, Rom. viii. 7.] 
ſo it is what no true believer is deſtitute of, for 
he that Ioveth not, knoweth not God; i. e. is a 
ſtranger to, the regenerating influences of the Di- 
vine Spirit, and fellowſhip with God; for God 
7s ove, | 1 John iv. 8.] Indeed brotherly love, 
which 1s the fruit of this grace, ſeems intended 
in this paſſage ; but the principle itſelf muſt 
needs be included: for if he that is cold and 
unprofitable to his Brother, lays himſelf under 
ſuſpicion with regard to his relation to God, and 
wants the evidence of being his ſon, becauſe he 
is deſtitute of the fruits of divine love in the 
heart ; ſurely the man in whoſe heart this love 
dwells not, can haye no juſtifiable claim to this 
Character. This love is wrought by the al- 
mighty energy of the Divine Spirit ; he implants 
this principle in regeneration, by his illumina- 
ting and attracting influences, as a Spirit of life 
from Chriſt, and the Spirit of adoption from 
the Father; hence it is ſaid, the fruit of the 
Spirit is love, [Gal. v. 22.] 


Now when this divine principle is wrought, 
in the ſoul, it abides there, whoſoever 1s born 
of God his ſeed remaineth in him, ſays the 
Apoſtle, [1 John iii. g.] . There is no extir- 
pating this principle; it would be a work un- 
worthy its glorious Agent, conſidering the pro- 
feſſed end of his ſanctifying influences, 9:2. the 
ſalvation of the ſubject, if any power in earth or 
hell could poſſibly deſtroy it: but we _ 

rom 
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from the word of the Lord, as well as the na- 
ture of the thing, it is an eternal principle ; for 
we are confident of this very thing, that he which 
hath begun a good work in us, will perform it 
until the day of Feſus Chriſt : [ Philip. i. 6.] 
And tho' what the Apoſtle takes notice of with 
ſo much pleaſure and triumph, Romans viii. 
39.] is generally underſtood as referring to the 
love of God to his peopte, yet it 1s at leaſt ap- 
plicable to their love to 


is naturally the greateſt) I ſay the Believer may be 
fully aſſured that neither of theſe, much leſs any 
other creature ſhall be able to ſeparate him from 
the lobe of God, which his Spirit has kindled in 
his heart, and which is in Chriſt Feſus his Lord. 
This divine principle exerted under the aſſiſtance 
of its bleſſed author, is the ſpring of all thoſe 
ſpiritual exerciſes and duties, whereby the di- 
ſciples of Chriſt diſtinguiſh themſelves under a 
profeſſion of his name, and in fellowſhip one 
with another. 


IT muſt be acknowledged, that in this 
ſtate of imperfection, this love is liable, from a 
variety of cauſes, to decline in its vigour, in pro- 
portion to which its precious fruits diſappear, 
and this is verified in the Inſtance before us. 
There was formerly much of this love to God 


and Chriſt diſcovered in the temper and con- f 


duct of the members of the Church at Ephe- 
ny 


im. Not any creature 
ſhall be able to ſeparate them. And therefore the | 
Believer may be perſuaded neither Satan, nor his | 
indwelling Corruptions, (from which the danger | 
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againſt his declining Churches. 7 
fas, but now they were declined, and charged 
with leaving, or relinquiſhing the vigorous 
exerciſe of it, tho' not with entirely Ing 
it. As our tranſlators render it thou hat LEFT 
thy firft love ; ſo any one that will examine the 
original will find“ the word by no means ne- 
ceflarily implies the final and total loſs of that 
to which it is applied, but is clearly expreſſive 
of a remitting, or abating in the fervency of it : 
+1 mention this becauſe it is aſſerted, that this 
text deſtroys the proteſtant doctrine of the 
faints final perſeverance ; tho' I apprehend with- 
out the leaſt foundation ; for if it were admit- 
ted that the term might be tranſlated 4%, it is to 
be obſerved the words would not then read, they 
had loſt their love, but their firſt love; which 
plainly intimates love {ſtill ſubſiſted among 
them, and that the degree of this love, and 
thoſe fervent actings by which it formerly diſ- 
covered itſelf, was loſt, and not the eſſence or 
exiſtence of the principle itſelf. 


BESIDEs, 


* *Aonyas from & inul, relinguo, remitto, omitts — not amit- 
tere, to loſe his love; but remittere, to abate of the fervency 
thereof.— The ſame word is uſed in the Septuagint, 1 Kings xvii. 
20. of David's leaving the ſheep to a keeper, when he fought 
Goliath, to which he afterwards returned, Vid. Leigh's Critica 
ſacra. The word agrees to the Hebrew WOA. Vid. Trommius, 
Vol. I. p. 232. ; 


+ The Papiſts of the ſeminary at Rheims, who tranſlated the 
New Teſtament out of the vulgar Latin, with great confi- 
dence aſſert, that this Text plainly refutes that which ſome 
hereticks hold, That a man once in the grace of charity can 
never fall from it. See Dr. Fu/k's contutation of the falſe gloſles 
of that ſet of men, printed anno 1601. | 
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 Bgs1Dxs, ſuppoſing it was ſaid they had lofi 
their love, it is Ipoken to a collective Body, and 
it is no juſt arguing here from a general to a 
particular. If it could be demonſtrated that all 
the Churches in England were utterly deſtitute 
of love to God, it would fall ſhort of proving 
that any one true Believer ever loſt this prin- 
ciple of Divine Grace, which we are ſpeaking 
of; ſince (tho' in charity we hope better of 
every viſible body of ſaints incorporated in a 
Church ſtate, how much ſoever declined, yet) 
it is not impoſſible but there might be the form 
of a Church without any one true Believer in it; 

and till this is proved zmpo/ible, I think it is 
unreaſonable to argue from the defection of a 
Church, to the falling away of any true Be- 
liever : and therefore all objections againſt the 
important doctrine of perſeverance, taken from 
ſuch inſtances, are to be rejected, as having no 
foundation in the word of God, or the reaſon 
of things: and conſequently the inſinuations of 
its Adverſaries from this text, in favour of that 
uncomfortable, unſcriptural, and Popiſb doctrine 
of falling away from grace, are impertinent and 
groundleſs. 


Tur matter of the accuſation againſt this 
Church of Epheſus was not their having bt their 
love; for love they had ſtill, as appears from 
the teſtimony bore in the context: but they are 
charged with having fallen off, gone backward, 

and not keeping up to Heir formes Zeal, cou- 
| rage, 
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rage, and fruitfulneſs, which was greatly to 
their ſhame and reproach, as it is to every Com- 
munity under the like declenfion, But I 


proceed, 


2dy, To conſider who it is that lays this 
Charge againſt the Church of Epheſus. 


Txr1s is a Circumſtance of great weight, and 
has no ſmall influence on the importance and 
conſequence of an accuſation, as might eafil 
be ſhewn. The profeſſed diſciples of Chriſt and 
his viſible Churches compoſed of ſuch, have 
many accuſers. The Devil is not a little forward 
to this work; this adverſary is unwearied in his 
accuſations of the brethren, as appears from 
[Rev. xii. 10.] and doubtleſs lays his charges 
againſt them in a collective as well as an indi- 
vidual view. The men of the world, as they 
naturally deſpiſe and hate ſuch who are ſepa- 
rated from them by a profeſſion of the name of 
Chriſt, and that in proportion to their zeal and 
ſpirituality of converſation, are ready to accuſe 
them upon every falſe ſtep, and every apparent 
deficiency,” either as a body, or ſeparately con- 
ſidered. And if they were at a loſs for facts of 
this kind, (as would to God they always might 
be) yet they will rail againſt them unjuſtly, 
rather than fail of charging them with hypocriſy, 
and ſlanderouſly accuſing even their good con- 
verſation. Siſter Churches may accuſe a Church 
of Chriſt, they may have juſt cauſe of com- 
plaint againſt her, or may accuſe her thro in- 

advertency 
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advertency and miſunderſtanding without foun- 
dation: for Churches, are not infallible, and 
ſometimes err in their complaints againſt each 
other. Now accuſations from either of theſe 
Quarters are to be deprecated, they often fill 
the minds of good men with ſorrow, throw a 
Community into much trouble and confuſion, 
hurt its character, and terrify the minds of the 
members. Charges brought from theſe accuſers 
are not to be diſregarded, but all occaſions for | * 
them, as much as poſſible, avoided. But of 
how much greater importance and more deſer- | * 
ving ſerious attention, is a charge from Chriſt | ' 
himſelf, who is the Perſon that lays the accu- 
ſation in our text. 


| 
| 


Tur words ſtand in immediate connexion 
with the firſt verſe: Theſe things ſays he that 
'holdeth the ſeven ſtars in his right hand, i. e. 
Jeſus Chriſt ; I Lave ſomewhat againſt thee, &c. 


THERE are three things that aggravate this 
charge and render it awful, 3 to be 
gathered from the conſideration of him that 
lays it. 


(I.) Tux truth of the fact. 


= c N 8 * 
„„ e re e 


(2.) Taz heinous nature of the crime, and, 


(3.) Tux dreadful conſequences of impeni- 
tency under 1t. 


Firſt, 
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- Firſt, Tmis charge is awful from him who 
lays it, as it is, and muſt be undoubtedly fact: 
This is certain from the infinite knowledge and 
inviolable faithfulneſs of Jeſus Chriſt, who is the 
Amen, the true and faithful witneſs, [Chap. i. 3.] 
The Epiſtle to the Church of Laodicea is 
uſhered in with this conſideration, [Chap. iii. 14.] 
Chriſt is no falſe accuſer; others may bring 
wrong accuſations, either 'thro' miſtake, or by 
defign ; but this cannot be the caſe with hin 
who lays the charge in our text; the perfe- 
ions of his nature, and his Love to his Church 
and people, forbid our entertaining any ſuch 
thoughts of him. He is the omniſcient and 
faithful Jeſus; and therefore charges brought by 
him will certainly be made good: and thoſe he 
lays any accuſation againſt will ſurely be found 
guilty. The Church of Epheſus, like other 
Churches who leave their firſt love, ſeemed in- 
ſenfible of her caſe. Theſe declenſions are for 
the moſt part gradual ; conſcience grows filent 
under the allowance of fin, and a people by 
this means become unaffected with their own 
condition, Now Chriſt's accuſing them in 
perſon might juſtly awaken them ; foraſmuch 
as the leaſt credit given to the report, muſt, 
without any further enquiry, upon the firſt re- 
flection on his perſon and character, ſtrike them 
with a deep conviction of their guilt. 


Secondly, Tus charge is very awful if we 
conſider from whence it comes, if we reflect on 


the relation ſubſiſting between Chriſt and them, 
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the obligation they were under to him, and 
their conſtant dependance upon him; I ſay, if 
we conſider all theſe circumſtances the hei- 
nouſneſs of the crime will abundantly appear. 
This accuſation was not laid by a ſtranger, or 
an enemy, one that had no affection for, or 
ſtood in no relation to the Church of Epheſas ; 
but by him, who was her Friend and Redeemer, 
her Lord, Head, and Huſband ; for this is the 
relation Chriſt ſtands in to every viſible Church, 
and indeed to every individual believer as well 
as to the Catholick Church, or body of the elect 
in general. It was laid by him, who had done 
great things for her, and laid her under the 
higheſt obligations; and, in a word, by him 
on whom ſhe abſolutely depended for all ſupply 
as a Church, for her protection, for her furniture, 
and for her continuance. Theſe conſiderations 
ſhew the rebellion, ingratitude, and folly of all 
ſuch back-flidings, and how threatening an aſ- 
pect the diſpleaſure of Chriſt muſt carry within, 
which is a great addition to the awfulneſs of the 
charge, eſpecially it we ſubjoin, 


Thirdly, Tu E power and authority Chriſt 
has, as God and Mediator, to take vengeance 
on thoſe who, being found guilty, are impeni- 
tent. Theſe things taken together render the 
accuſation very ſolemn and important; and it is 
as if he had faid, © I the true and faithful wit- 
** neſs, I your ſovereign Lord and gracious Re- 
% deemer, who gave you being, who have 
from time to time ſupplied you with every 


* needful 
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« needful thing, and done great wonders for, 
« and in the midſt of you; I, on whom you 
e depend for your continuance and proſperity, 
« and am able to ſave or deſtroy; I, who have 


e all authority to recompenſe vengeance on 
« them that deſpiſe me, and ſlight my cauſe; 


1 have ſomewhat againſt thee, becauſe thou 


. | 
4 * 


e haſt left thy firſt hve.” This was the caſe of 
the Church of Epheſus ; ſhe was greatly fallen 
off from her zeal and affection for Chriſt and 
his cauſe, and had abated much in that ferven- 
cy and fruitfulneſs ſhe had formerly been famous 
for, This the Lord Jeſus Chriſt himſelf charges 
her with, which might juſtly awaken her to a 
ſenſe of her aggravated crime, and of his diſ- 
pleaſure, and ought to have deeply humbled 
every particular member before him, leſt he 


ſhou'd come forth in a way of judgment againſt 
them. 


— ——_— ___—_—— 


. 


Some general obſervations from the charge brought 


againſt the Ephefian Church for having left 


her firſt love, apphcable to the Churches of 
Chriſt in all Ages, &c. 


AVING, in the former chapter, ex- 
plained the caſe of the Church of Epbe- 


. Jes, and, I hope, ſet it in a true light, I pro- 
| ceed to lay down the following obſervations, 
Pi. 


(I.) THAT 
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(I.) Tu Ar it is uſual for the Churches ot 
Chriſt to be very zealous and active, upon their 
firſt eſtabliſhment. | 


(II.) IT has been found by fad experience, 
that Churches, once famous for their love and 
fruitfulneſs, have declined and abated in their 
zeal for the name and cauſe of Chriſt, and vital 
Religion. And, | 


(III.) Ta Ar all ſuch declenſions are taken 
notice of by Jeſus Chriſt, are highly diſpleaſing 
to him, and are ſuch, againſt which he will 
ſurely, ſooner or later, teſtify his reſentments. 


THrxsx truths are obvious to every obſerving 
Chriſtian, and are ſo evidently founded, partly 
on the ſacred Word, and partly on the experi- 
ence of all Ages, that it would be needleſs to 
take up time in the proof of them. 


Ir we conſider the materials of a Church, 
when firſt gathered, we ſhall not wonder at the 
activity and zeal diſcovered in the midſt of it. 
Whenever ſuch a Community is raiſed, eſpeci- 
ally where darkneſs and ignorance have former- 
ly reigned, as was the caſe at Epheſus, whoſe 
Inhabitants were very remarkable for their Ido- 
latry, it is always owing to the mighty power 
of the Divine Spirit working with the word of 
faith, enlightening, convincing, and convert- 
ing ſuch who were afar off from God, and 
dead in treſpaſſes in fins, Now 'tis reaſonable 

| to 
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to. ſuppoſe, that altho', where the word of the 
Goſpel has thus prevailed, before a competent 
number are ſufficiently diſcipled into the order 

* of Chriſt's houſe, ſome hypocritical perſon, or 
perſons, may creep in among them, (as ſeem- 
cd to be the caſe in the earlieſt times) yet, I 
** ſay, it is reaſonable, and in charity we ought 
co conclude, that the greateſt number of thoſe 
| | 37 who conſtitute a Church, on its firſt ſettlement, 
are indeed true diſciples, whoſe hearts are glow- 
ing with ſincere and ardent affection to Chriſt. 


1 | Theſe perſons, in the love of their eſpouſals, 
> | © and the kindneſs of their youth, are ſtudying 
ll | howto teſtify their affection to Chriſt, being 
 F*. willing to deny themſelves, or, as far as they 

can judge, even to lay down their lives for his 
S | © fake. Young converts, who have been lately 
y delivered from the terrors of an awaken'd con- 
i F* ſcience, in the views of death and damnation 
ot for ſin, by a manifeſtation of the all-ſufficient 


Saviour, and appropriating faith in his blood, 
they are filled with peace and joy; they ſee ſuch 
an excellency in the Perſon, offices, ſacrifice, 
and grace of the Redeemer, and are ſo ſenſible 


— 
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if. of their infinite obligations to him, for dying in 
their room and ſtead, that his love conſtrains 
2 them to make the moſt lively and affectionate 


returns. Such perſons unfeignedly delight in 

lo- his word, his ordinances, and his people; and 
every perſon, inſtampt with his image, and 

| © bearing his authority, is highly eſteemed and 
© readily embraced by them. Now a body cor- 
bporate, compoſed chiefly of ſuch members 
"nw 1 whoſe 
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whoſe hearts burn with love to Chriſt, muſt 
needs be very active and zealous, according to 
their light in thoſe things which their Lord has 
appointed, and which make for the advance- 
ment of his honour in the world, and their 
mutual edification. 


CHURCHES are indeed eſtabliſh'd through 
other occaſions, ſometimes through diviſions 
that happen among thoſe who are in commu- 
nion together, which may ariſe either from the 
ill ſpirits of ſome, who promote contention, 
and cauſe a ſeparation ; or from the corruptions 
that may have crept into a Churth, to the of- 
fence of many, whereby they were obliged to 
ſet up a ſeparate community, to fatisfy their 
conſciences. Theſe ſad occaſions are to be 
avoided if poſſible, yet ſometimes are permitted 
and qoyer-ruled for the raiſing honourable and 
uſeful Communities in the world : but in theſe 
inſtances I apprehend the obſervation will alſo 
hold, eſpecially in the latter, which moſt fre- 
quently happens. I believe it will ap up- 
on examination, that if for the ſake of any de- 
ſpiſed or neglected Doctrine or Ordinance of the 
| Goſpel, after proper endeavours to convince the 
Body of their guilt, any number of Members 
ſeparate and embody themſelves, a peculiar zeal 

for the glory of Chriſt, and love to each other, 
will commonly be found to prevail upon this 
their firſt eſtabliſhment : witneſs the temper and 
conduct of the Proteſtant Churches at the glo- 
rious Reformation from Popery, and the be- 

haviour 
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haviour of the Proteſtant Diſſenters in this land 
at their firſt ſeparation: from the Eſtabliſhment 
upon the ſame principles: On the mentioning 
of which, one can ſcarce forbear at leaſt to wiſh 
that the like zeal had continued to this day, 


Bur, lively and vigorous as the Churches of 
Chriſt are upon their firſt ſetting out, 'tis evi- 
dent that, thro' one temptation or another, they 
are liable to decay, and to leave this their fu 
love. Such was the Inſtance of the Church of 
Epbeſus, and every Age has produced too many 
examples of this fad truth : Our land abounds 
with inſtances of the ſame kind, to be lament- 
ed over. What numbers of Churches, once 
famous for their zeal and fruitfulneſs, bear the 
tokens of this melancholy alteration ? Are there 
not, in all the denominations of Proteſtant Diſ- 
ſenters, many Communities, where formerly 
the honour of Chriſt, and the mutual welfare 
of the members were proſecuted with that una- 
nimity and vigour, that it was evident to all 


about them, which now, if we may judge by 


outward appearance, tho' they may not openly 
diſavow the doctrines of the Goſpel, and change 
the ordinances of Chriſt, yet they are ſadly de- 
clined from their firſt love? How are the 


members of many Churches ſeized, in theſe 


days, as with a dead palſy? Are they not as 
cold and as inactive in ſpiritual things, and 
what concerns the body they belong to, as a 
natural limb when ſtagnated and wither'd with 
that frightful diſcaſe? Such is the ſtupidity and 

| D unprofi- 
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unprofitableneſs of too many, who continue in 
the relation of Church-memberſhip in our day ; 
there appears no warmth of Chriſtian love, no 
motion towards works of edification ; theſe 
members have the ſame unhappy influence on 
the ſpiritual body, as the natural members have 
on the body of a man, when under the circum- 
ſtance before- mentioned: they ſink the ſpirits, 
they fill the lively members with diſcouraging 
apprehenſions, they chill the whole conſtitution, 
and occaſion their fellow - members to move 
heavily, ſo that the love of the beſt circulates 
but ſlowly; and when this is the caſe, very 
little is done by that Church either for the glory 
of the Redeemer, or the advantage of precious 
and immortal fouls. Thus we ſee it is often 
found, after the fad example of the Epheſians, 
that Churches, once famous for their vigour 
and fruitfulneſs, decline from their zeal, or, as 
in the words of the text, leave their firſt love. 


Nov, when Churches decline in this man- 
ner, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt takes notice of it, 
and is greatly offended with it; his eyes are 
upon thoſe who engage in fellowſhip under a 
profeſſion of his name: he walks among the 
golden candleſticks, and however inſenſible a 
cold and lifeleſs people may be themſelves of 
their defection, Chriſt marks every degree of 
apoſtacy, and remembers how ſhort they come 
of their former zeal. Theſe abatements and 
ſhameful backſlidings are highly diſpleaſing to 
the Redeemer, who is very jealous of his glory z 

an 
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and nothing is more provoking to him, than to 
behold his inſtitutions deſpiſed and abuſed by 4 
thoſe to whom they are committed : A cold and 4 
formal people, who make light of the proviſi- l 
ons of his infinite wiſdom and love, are very 3 


obnoxious in his ſight. It is no better than fly- 
ing in the face of Chriſt, inſulting his di 4 
and trampling upon his grace, to treat the ſa- 
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4 cred rivileges of his houſe with indifferency; 

„and tho he may wait long, and manifeſt great 

> | patience towards Churches in this lifeleſs con- 

s | dition, yet after many warnings, if they repent 

not, they muſt expect he will teſtify bis reſent- 

ment againſt them, in a manner ſuitable to the 

s | righteouſneſs and dignity of his Character, 

n 

„ Tus being the ſtate of the caſe, and the 

r |: declining condition of the Churches being ſo 

3 i viſible in our lukewarm day, I ſhall, for our 
further improvement of this awful Complaint, 
. conſider it in the following method. 

- = 

t, Firſt, I HALL attempt to ſhew by what 

e ſymptoms it will appear, that a Church of 

a Chriſt has % her fir/t love. 

e 

a Secondly, Pol N out ſome of the principal 

7 6 cauſes of theſe declenſions; ; 

of 

e Thirdh, Cons1Der how Chriſt expreſſes his 

d | di laune, at all ſuch defections from a 

to lively zeal for his Intereſt and Glory. 

i& 
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Bur before I proceed, I would premiſe, 
that 

Tu E charge given in the text by our Lord 
againſt this Church is applicable, not only to 
all other Churches, but alſo to every individual 
diſciple of Chriſt, and more eſpecially ſhould 
every Church- member apply it for his own 
warning; tho' I have choſen to follow the caſe 
the text relates to, and with a view to the pre- 
ſent melancholy fituation of Churches, lament- 
ed by all ſerious Perſons in the midſt of us, to 
conſider it as referring to profeſs d Saints in a 
collective capacity; yet each particular Chriſti- 
an ſhould examine himſelf, and look back on 
his former experience and conduct, and upon 
conviction of backſliding receive theſe awful 
words, as ſpoken to his own ſoul: I ſhall there- 
fore take leave to make one reflection appli- 
cable to particular Perſons, viz. 


TH 1s ſhould alarm ſlothful Profeſſors, who, 


notwithſtanding viſible and great declenſions from 
their former love, are ſatisfying themſelves at leaſt, 
if they can keep up their character in the Church 
to which they belong, and are under no cenſure 
by the Community with whom they have fel- 
lowſhip. It muſt be owned with grief, many 
are ſo hardened and ſcornful in the preſent day, 
that they deſpiſe the cenſures of a Church, tho 
founded on the plaineſt ſcriptural authority ; it 
1s ſometimes ſeen that reproofs, miniſtred by a 
Church of Chriſt according to the divine rule, 
are treated with contempt or anger, and ſet the 
delin- 
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delinquents a reviling inſtead of repenting: ſuch 
Deſpiſers are far gone in impenitence and unbe- 
lief indeed | But there are many Profeſſors who, 
though they have not thus trampled on all the 


power inveſted in a Church, by the Lord for edi- 


©? fication, nor ſo deſpiſed their privilege, as to 
make it an indifferent thing whether they are in 
> fellowſhip or not; yet they remain unconcern- 


ed, in a ſupine and negligent ſtate, and ſeem to 


think, if their ſtation in the Church is unim- 


hed, and if they are in full Communion, all 
1s well: this is the caſe with ſome who have 
notoriouſly left their firſt love, and who do by 
no means maintain their former zeal for the 


glory of Chriſt, and the proſperity of that bo- 


dy, of which they, by their own conſent and 


defire, are conſtituent members, There are 


* ſome Profeſſors who are thus at eaſe in Zion, 


and look upon themſelves as honourable Chri- 
ſtians, if they are clear of any charge in the re- 


© cords of the Church to whom they are joined. 


But the egregious folly of this will appear, if we 
confider the accuſations laid by our Lord him- 


ſelf, as in the paſſage before us, againſt all his 


people who abate in their fervency under a pro- 


feſſion of his Name. Know, O backſliding 
- Chriſtian, Chriſt has ſomewhat againſt you, 
| tho! his Church has not: If you have left your 
© firſt love, it will be of little comfort or advan- 
tage to you hereafter, that you have eſcaped the 
: cenſure of the Church, under your unprofitable 
conduct, fince it evidently appears the Lord 
* himſelf, whoſe judgment is in truth and righ- 


teouſneſs, 
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teouneſs, will ſurely cenſure you. Perhaps it will 
appear hereafter, that Chriſt has a charge againſt 
the Church to which you ſtand related, among 
other things, becauſe they have not duly exhi- 
bited and proſecuted a charge againſt you : this 
may be an inſtance of their declenſion and diſo- 
bedience, which if it does not add to your 
guilt, can never be ſuppoſed to diminiſh it. Tis a 
great mercy to have the watchfulneſs of a Church 
over us; or, if we go aſtray, to have its diſci- 
pline properly exerciſed upon us, Theſe are 


ſome of the privileges of Chriſtian fellowſhip; | 
but if the Community to which we relate has ſo | 


abated in its zeal, as to let us alone under our 
manifeſt departure from our firſt love, either for 
want of care or courage, there is nevertheleſs an 


accuſation in Chriſt's Book againſt us; he notes 


all our unfaithfulneſs, ingratitude, and diſobe- 
dience. There is not a neglect we are guilty of, 
or an evil practice we allow ourſelves in, under 
a profeſſion of his name, and as members of a 
particular Church, but he will reckon with us 
for. Let every Chriſtian therefore, who values 


the comfortable preſence of his Lord, and the F 


tokens of his love, ſearch his own heart and 
ways, and under all his declenſions, remember 
from whence he is fallen, and repent, and do his 
firſt works; for otherwiſe he muſt not expect to 
eſcape ſome ſevere token of his diſpleaſure. 1 
now come to the proſecution of the particulars 


propoſed, And, 
Fin, 
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Firſt, I am to ſhew by what ſymptoms it 
will appear, that a Church of Chriſt has 
left her firſt love. | 


IN general, the relinquiſhment of this love is 


to be obſerved by a decay of its fruits. The 


example before us ſhews, that ſuch declenſions 
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are diſcernible in the temper and conduct of a 


ople, who are negligent and ſlothful in the 
diſcharge of thoſe duties incumbent upon them. 
In the verſe following the text, the Church of 
Epheſus is charged with not doing her i 
works : i. e. there was a ceaſing from the per- 
formance of thoſe things ſhe was heretofore in 
the practice of, which tended to the glory of 
her Lord, the advantage of his intereſt in ge- 
neral, and the edification of her own particular 


| body: ſo when any Church has left its firſt 
love, it will diſcover itſelf in an indifferency and 


backwardneſs to, if not a total neglect of many 


neceſſary duties and works, which when fer- 
vent in ſpirit were diligently performed. 


To enter into a minute conſideration of the 
many duties incumbent on, and exerciſed in a 


Community of Chriſtians while in their priſtine 
- zeal; and to ſhew how theſe are neglected when 
they are fallen into the fad circumſtances men- 
tion'd in the text, would take up too much 
= room ; let it therefore ſuffice, that I touch on 
ſome common, known inſtances, whereby a 
Community thus declined will appear to be ſo. 


And, 


(1.) Trrs 


i 
| 
| 
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(1.) Tu 1s abatement of love will be viſible | 


in their publick aſſemblies. A Church of | | 


Chriſt properly ſpeaking, has no perſonal ap- 


rance, but as its ſeveral Members are collect- 


ed together for thoſe exerciſes appointed for her 
edification; ſuch are prayer, and ſinging the 


praiſes of God together, hearing the word, at- 


tending the adminiſtration of the ſacraments, 


and the exerciſe of diſcipline. Thus far a4 


Chriſtian Church agrees with all other Societies, 


vi ⁊. it isa colleftive Body; and I think it muſt be } 
allowed, that the gatherings together of the in- | 
dividual Members at ſtated, convenient ſeaſons, Þ - 
for the particular ends of its incorporation, are 
- neceſſary to its edification, and indeed to its 
exiſtence, Now a concern for maintaining! 
theſe aſſemblies is what Churches, when firſt F 
ſettled, are noted for, or when upon any re- 
markable reviſal their love is fervent ; but when | 


a people grow cold, theſe meetings together are 


| ſoon neglected. There are two conſiderations Þ* 


indeed, which one would think ſhould be ef. 


fectual againſt this deſtructive practice of 
forſaking theſe Aſſemblies, even tho the affecti- 


ons of a People ſhould in a great meaſure abate, 


vz. (I.) The voice of reaſon, with reſpect to 5 


the abſolute neceſſity, as J juſt now obſerved, 
of maintaining ſuch Aſſemblies, in order to pre- 
vent their diſſolution. And, (2.) The voice of 
conſcience, with reſpect to the obligations 
Church- members have ſolemnly laid themſelves 
under, to uſe their utmoſt endeavours for the 
ſupport of the Body to which they join: but 


experience 
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experience ſadly verifies, that when perſons de- 
cline in their ſpiritual love under a profeſſion of 
* Chriſt's name, they are deaf to the united cry 
of theſe Monitors, and being deadened in their 
rð?caffections to the things of Chriſt, are left to act 


SS oy CD 


e | © inconſiftent with both. 

3 ; 

„ Wr have a lively ſpecimen of this forward- 
a | © neſs to Church-afſemblies, when love is fervent, 


* 
- 


s, in the uſual behaviour of young Converts upon 
xe | © their firſt entring into fellowſhip: tho? it muft 
be acknowledged, in theſe cold times, the good- 
s, | © neſs of ſuch too frequently goes off as the early 
re þ © dew, their love is of ſhort continuance, and in 
ts | many inſtances, tis to be feared, the zeal of 
ig þ | theſe newly enlighten'd perſons is quenched by 
ft the converſation of thoſe, who, by their ſtand- 
e- ng in the Church, ought to be as nurſing Fa- 
en © © thers and Mothers in Mael. However, tor a 
re time ufually this zeal for the Aſſemblies is diſ- 
ns cernible; all opportunities of this kind are deſi- 
f. red, delighted in, and attended upon, as ſea- 
of ſons in which the ſoul hopes to find communion 
di- with Chriſt, and her fellow-members, and 
te, whereby ſhe may attain further degrees of light, 
to and be inſtrumentally uſeful to promote the in- 
2d, © creaſe and proſperity of the Body, 


Pa” 


wr 


of Lx r ſuch who have felt the power of God's 
ns grace, and who have enter'd into the fellowſhip 
ves of the Saints under the conſtraints of divine love, 
the reflect on their paſt experience. I need not tell 
but © thoſe who can remember the love of their Eſpou- 
nce © E. ſals, 
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fals, how glad they were then to come up to 
the houſe of the Lord. How different was 

e your frame and conduct, O revolting Be- 
s ljever, at that time to what it is now? What 
d a privilege did you think it to have a place in 
* the Church? What an affliction was it toy 
te you to be diſappointed of coming to her Aſ .. 

e ſemblies, even ſuch as were of a more com- 

* mon and publick kind; but eſpecially when | 

* there was any thing to be performed peculiar | 

* to the Church, ſuch as conſulting the affairs | 

* of God's houſe, hearing the experiences of | 
thoſe who were brought home to a Redeem- | 

te er, &c.? In the proſpect of ſuch opportuni- | | 
<« ties, how did you riſe early, fit up late, and þ 
* contrive, if poſſible, conſiſtent with the di- 
* charge of your civil duty, to be preſent? ” : 
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THis, I am perſuaded, many muſt own was; 
their diſpoſition and behaviour at firſt conver- þ 
ſion. When the love of Chriſt thus conſtrains Þ - 

the Members of a Church, her Aſſemblies are 
frequent, early, and full, in proportion to the! 
number and circumſtances of thoſe who conſti- F | 
tute it; all her publick appearances are beauti- Þ © ( 

\ 
b 
n 


ful and encouraging. But when love abates, 
the face of things is fadly altered, theſe gather- 
ings together are neglected, Members are not! 
careful to maintain their places, they will be at t. 
little pains or expence to be preſent when ordi- n 
nances are to be adminiſtred, Church-meetings Þ 
are deſpiſed, and tis difficult to uphold any ſpe- 
cial ſeaſons for prayer in the Church. Thus 


Ce 


1 
| CH AP. II. 


againſt his declining Churches. 27 


theſe declenſions are viſible in all their Aſſem- 
dlies, whether private or publick ; inſtead of be- 
ing frequent, readily and univerſally attended 
to, they are ſeldom, late, and thin; there is a 
general backwardneſs to them, and a ſhameful 


| neglect of them. Now, that the omiſſion of 


* theſe Aſſemblies is owing to a declenſion in 


love, appears from | Hebr. x. 24, 25.] where 


the inſpir'd author exhorts zs fo provoke one an- 


| 


|? other to love, to prevent the for/aking the aſſem- 
bling OURSELVES together, as the manner of ſome 
* 7s, This ſymptom I have more largely inſiſted 


upon, becauſe here begins the apoſtaſy which 


often ends in the ruin of Churches. 


Divers ſymptoms of the declenfions of Churches ; 


ſelfiſhneſs of Pi rit : and a forgetfulneſs of Moine 


* mercy, the frequent occaſions of them. 
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3 AVING ſpoken ſomewhat particularly 


to the appearances the declenſions of the 


Churches of Chriſt make in their Aſſemblies, 
which fail in proportion to a want of love, and 
by a neglect of which many flouriſhing Com- 
munities have been finally diſſolved; I proceed 
to conſider ſome other ſymptoms of the like 
' melancholy and threatening defection ; and, 


(2.) Where a Church falls into this unhappy 
condition, of leaving her fir/t love, it is further 
£ 2 diſcerni- 
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diſcernible in the conduct of the ſeveral Mem- 
bers towards each other. The firſt love of the 
primitive Chriſtians was apparent in a kind af- 
fectionate carriage towards one another, and 
their great concern for each other's welfare. Thus | 
it always will be, where love to Chriſt, and a 
zeal for his intereſt operates with any degree of | 
feryency ; this effect of love will diſplay itſelf in 
a variety of fruits, each Member endeavouring 
to prefer the other [Rom. x11. 10, Philip. ii. 3. 
forbearing with one another | Epheſ. iv. 2— 32. 


Coloſ. iii. 13.] and by love ſerving one another | 
[ Gal. v. 75 
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INFLUENCED by a ſpirit of religion, Chri- 
ſtians will not only take delight to meet toge- 
ther on proper occaſions, but in all their meet- 
ings will be courteous, pitiful, carefully avoid- 
ing all occaſions of offence, ſeeking every me- 
thod to be helpful, and to render each other as 
comfortable and as extenſively uſeful as poſſible. 
Thus they act when under the conſtraints of 
divine love; but when this love abates, theſe 
good fruits diſappear, and this lovely carriage 
ceaſes in proportion; members walk at a di- 
ſtance from, and are ſhy of each other. If we 
may judge by the conduct of ſome they have no 
care in their hearts, leſt they ſhould offend and 
grieve thoſe they are in fellowſhip with, no 
compaſſion for them when in diſtreſs; they 
ſcarce know one another in the Church, much 
leſs can 1t be hoped that they ſhould take notice 
of one another when cut of it: they are unac- 


quainted 
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inted with each others afflictions and tempta- 
tions (the natural conſequence of forſaking their 
aſſembling themſelves together) and if the ſor- 
rows with which any are exerciſed providen- 
tially turn up to the view of the reſt, they ex- 
preſs little or no ſympathy, or diſcover any fear 
leſt the temptation ſhould occaſion them to fall ; 
and thee is reaſon to be jealous, that under ſuch 
circumſtances very few, if any private interceſſions 
are put up in the behalf of thoſe that are in diſtreſs. 
Thus there is a general back wardneſs to that mu- 
tual endeavour after the honour, comfort, ſafety, 


and uſefulneſs of each other, which is evident 


in the Churches of Chriſt, where an ardent ſpi- 


ritual affection prevails ; and this diſcovers their 
declenſion from their firſt love. 


WHERE this becoming temper and conduct 
prevails in a Church, it will diſcover itſelf in 
the converſation of its Members with relation to 
thoſe that are abſent : if the perſon ſpoken of be 
under affliction, or have been overtaken with a 
fault, ſomething ſhall be dropt to expreſs the 
ſympathy and deſire of ſeeing him reſtored : if 
he be in proſperity, and is enabled to walk 
with honour and uſefulneſs in the Church, ſuch 
will teſtify their joy and thankfulneſs, for cha- 
rity envieth not. Thus their diſcourſe of one 
another will tend to raiſe the compaſſion or 
eſteem of thoſe they converſe with towards 
their Fellow- Chriſtian, faccording to the cir- 
cumſtances he is in; but when a people leave 


their /ir/# love, ſlander and envy takes place, 
- and 
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and the Members of Churches are too apt to 
rail againſt, and backbite one another. But, 


(3.) Tuts is further evident when erroneous 
or ungodly perſons, and ſuch who deſpiſe the 
Church by their continual allowed neglects, are 
permitted to go on without cenſure or rebuke, 
One thing in which the Church of Epheſus diſ- 
covered her zeal was in a due adminiſtation of 
diſcipline, thou canſt not bear them which are 
evil: and thou haſt tried them which ſay they are 
apoſtles, and are not ; and haſt found them liars. 
[ver. 2.] It is a melancholy ſymptom of the 
defection we are ſpeaking of, when a people be- 
come indifferent as to the Doctrine or behaviour of 
thoſe employ'd to preach among them, when they 
are unconcerned about the ſentiments or con- 


verſation of thoſe who are in fellowſhip with 


them, when thro' cowardice, careleſsneſs, or 
partiality, there is not a watchfulneſs to avoid, 
and a faithfulneſs in detecting and bearing teſti- 
mony againſt fin and error in whomſoever it be 
found ; and yet to this ſad paſs do Churches, 
when decayed in their love to Chriſt, gradually 
decline: And indeed it naturally follows upon 
their forſaking of their aſſemblies, and fallin 

into that indifferency towards each other before- 
mentioned; for hereby they leave the proper 
motive and means of exerciſing the diſcipline of 
God's houſe, and then it muſt ceaſe of courſe. 


(4.) Suck declenſions from love will be 
diſcernable in their converſation with one ano- 
ther. 
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ther. This ſymptom is of a private nature, and 
is peculiar, as its appearance is in a great meaſure 
2 confined within themſelves, and not fo viſible to 
them that are without, like thoſe already men- 
* tioned: but the ſubjects their diſcourſe turns 


upon when together, is a natural and good rule, 
by which Profeſſors may form a judgmen: of the 


- warmth and ſpirituality of each others hearts. 


While there is a fervency of ſpirit towards the 
things of God, there will be a frequent ſpeaking of 
them with pleaſure. The converſation of ſuch who 
are in a ſpiritual and lively frame will be much 
employed on the Sermons they have heard, 


the opportunities they have enjoyed, the reliſh 


and experience they have had on theſe occa- 


ions, and the heavenly city where they expect 


to dwell with Chriſt and one another for ever. 


When in a. right ſpirit, believers in fellowſhip 


will be glad to meet together to confer about 


theſe things; and when they are aſſembled ei- 
ther occaſionally or otherwiſe, the love of Chriſt, 
the fulneſs of Chriſt, the affairs of the Church 
of Chriſt, and their ſpiritual concerns will be 
the chief ſubjects of their diſcourſe, Where 
love prevails in the heart Chriſtians delight to 
think of theſe things, and therefore will be 
ready to ſpeak of them; how backward ſoever 
they may be when in a carnal frame to ſuch 
© converſation. - This is the true ſtate of the caſe: 
| Tis prepoſterous and abſurd to ſuppoſe any thing 
ſhort of this will be the effect of a zeal for Chriſt 
and the goſpel; for out of the abundance of the 
| beart the mouth ſpeaketh, [Matt. xii. 34.] This 


IS 
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is natural to man in every ſtate; both in reſpect | 


to civil and religious matters. 


Bur when a Community declines, the con- 


verſation of its members when together u 


any occaſion degenerates, ('tis to be hoped) not | 


into filthy talking, ſuch as thoſe who are en- 
tirely under the dominion of ſenſual luſts delight 
in, yet too often into fooliſh jeſting, condemned 


by the Apoſtle ¶ Epbeſ v. 4.] and at beſt their 


diſcourſe turns upon trifles, ſuch as are far be- 
neath, and quite foreign to the purpoſe of their 


Chriſtian character and affociation. I am ſen- 


ſible the people of God have occaſion to enter 
into diſcourſe both with the men of the world 
and one another, about worldly concerns, and 
thatwhen unavoidably incumber'd with the com- 
pany of ignorant perſons for a ſeaſon, it may be 
convenient to refrain from that religious conver- 
ſation otherwiſe ſo deſirable; and I am far from 
condemning every ſubject of a civil nature 
among profeſt Chriſtians when by themſelves ; 


diſcourſe of this ſort may be many ways ſub- 


ſervient to their edification : but I ſay when 
profeſſors of religion, whether members of one 
and the ſame particular Church, or of different 
Communities meet together from time to time, 
without any particular view to temporal con- 
cerns, and when they have no interruption from 
worldly men, and yet fay little or nothing of 


theſe heavenly things, 'tis a fad fign they have 


left their fir/t love. 
we UNDER 
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general neglect of profeſſors, as to converſation 
wich the Miniſter of the Church to which they 


belong. "Tis no {mall diſcouragement, in the 
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UNDER this head we might obſerve the too 


preſent day, to many Paſtors of Churches, who 


long after the ſpirituality of their People in the 
bowels of Jeſus Chriſt, to hear no more from 


; thoſe under their care about their ſpiritual affairs. 
In this reſpect how mournful are the ſtated ſea- 


2 ſons (for it is cuſtomary and reaſonable to fix on 


* ſuch ſeaſons) wherein thoſe who have any thing 
to communicate, eſpecially in relation to their 


ſouls, are invited to come? how many weeks 


and months are ſpent without anſwering the 
| ſpiritual end of ſuch appointments? If the back- 
= ſliding profeſſors of our times were to find 


”” themſelves neglected in their civil ſtations by 


| thoſe they expect to be concerned with, as they 
| light their miniſters ; I believe it would ſadden 


their ſpirits much, if not wholly diſcourage 
them. Theſe neglects oblige the Miniſters of 


the Goſpel either to lay aſide ſuch appoint- 
ments, or at leaſt to put up with now and 
then a few viſits that are but carnal at beſt. 
Ti a trying caſe for a Paſtor to diſcharge his 
duty with faithfulneſs and earneſtneſs to a people 
year after year, and perhaps for many years to- 
= gether, and to be able to obtain but very ſeldom 
a free acknowledgment of the influence of his 
© adminiſtrations. But as this is cruel to a faith- 
ful laborious miniſter, ſo it is a token that the 
people are declined from that love which is 
the ſource of all true religion. And, 

: F (5-) To 
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(5.) To theſe particulars: I would ſubjoin | 
another ſymptom of a Church leaving her fir Þ* 
love, viz. when animoſities and diviſions. pre. 


vail. Charity is the bond of per fectneſi, Coloſ. iii 
14.] but carnality brings contention and ſchiſm 
in the body. Thus it was in the Corintbian 


Church [I Gr. i.] All ſeparations and confu- Þ 
ſions in communities are owing to this defe. Þ 


ction for the effects of love to Chriſt and one 
another are unity and order. When this ſym- 
ptom appears it is a very threatning caſe, and 
there is danger of a diſſolution; if not imme. 
diately, as when the natural body is burnt up 
in a few days by a malignant fever, yet more 
gradually, as when, from the dregs of ſome bad 


diſorder, or ſome other cauſe, a perſon falls into a 
conſumption, and waſtes away. This dangerous 


ſymptom is naturally produced thro! the declen- 
fions we have been treating of: for when once the 
members of a particular Church become negli- 
gent of gathering together, grow ſhy, and are un- 
concerned about each others ſpiritual welfare, 
when once they come to be indifferent about the 
doctrine, the ſentiments or converſation of their 
miniſters, and ſuch who are in fellowſhip with 
them; when once- they leave off quickening 
one another in private converſation, the enemy 
ſoon finds matter for contention and diviſion; 
roots of bitterneſs quickly ſpring up thro' thoſe 
corruptions indulged, and the many vain perſon: 
which are permitted to creep in while the body 
continues in this carnal ſtate. This naturally 
leads me to the next general head propoſed, vis. 
Secondly, 
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Secondly, To point out the principal cauſes 


of ſuch declenſions in the Churches of Chriſt. 


AND it is eaſy to ſee that the immediate 


Jaad direct cauſe of this defection in a Church 
ariſes from the degeneracy of thoſe individual 
> perſons whereof 'tis compoſed, who for the 


moſt part are all in general culpable, more or 
leſs, and who, (awful conſideration !) ſtand ac- 
cuſed by Jeſus Chriit himſelf, in proportion to 


their guilt for every ſuch melancholy alteration. 


But I ſhall attempt in a few particulars very 


briefly to give ſome idea of the riſe and progreſs 
of ſuch declenſions; and I think it will appear 


in ſome meaſure from the following known oc- 


caſions of degeneracy in theſe communities. 

. (1.) IT originally ſprings from the indulgence 
of carnality and ſelfiſhneſs in many of its 
members. 


As the corrupt heart of man is the fountain 
from whence proceed all the adulteries, impieties, 


and cruelties ſeen on the face of the earth; ſo 
the beginnings of theſe ſorrowful declenſions, 
© viſible at any time on the Churches of Chriſt, 
are to be traced to the individual perſons who 
© conſtitute them, and are owing to the de- 
ceitful Jus that war in their members. Some 
> luſt fallies forth at an unguarded hour with 
| ſucceſs, and betrays the profeſſor into its hands; 
this demands obedience, and is permitted to cap- 
* tivate the ſoul to its will, and thus brings forth 
a F the 
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the bitter fruit; indulgence of fin lays the founda- 
tion of declenſion in the perſon overtaken, from 
whence the Church he is related to is infected, in 
proportion to his influence in the body. Here we 
may date the partial apoſtacy of a Church, 
which if grace prevent not will iſſue in its utter 
deſtruction. 


Wur perſons firſt ſet out in a profeſſion of 
the name of Chriſt, warmed with a ſenſe of di- 
vine love, and rejoicing in the bleſſing of re- 
demption thro' the blood of Chriſt, they are 
humble, ſpiritual, and generouſly diſpoſed to 
lay themſelves out for the Redeemer's cauſe ; 
then they are vigorous and active, careful to 
fill up every duty and exert themſelves in their 
ſeveral ſtations; but after they have run well for 
a ſeaſon, Satan, vigilant and fubtle, is often per- 
mitted to ſet his trap and hinder them. This 
is more frequently the caſe, where perſons are 
call'd in their minority before they are entan- 
gled with the cares and concerns of public life; 
theſe profeſſors unexperienced in the world, to- 
gether with the deceitfulneſs of their hearts and 
the devices of Satan (an unſkilfulneſs common 
to perſons firſt enli-htened) are very liable to 
be enſnared, and indeed are for the moſt part 
drawn aſide more or leſs from their fr/# love in 
this way, The God of this world preſents 
ſome bait: there is perhaps an advantageous 
marriage, or ſettlement, or opportunity for mend- 
ing his outward and temporal circumſtances 
that offers itſelf to the profeſſor, but ſo plainly 
inconſiſtent with his continuing in the zealous 
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diſcharge of his duty in the Church of Chriſt, 
that the danger cannot be overlook'd; this 
throws him into great diſtreſs of mind, for tho' 
ſome may be ſo void of ſhame as to make no 
ſcruple under ſuch a circumſtance to ſeize the 
earthly treaſure, yet where the love of God is in 
the heart, and even, in moſt caſes, where only 
ſtrong conviction may have affected the mind 
of a perſon and brought him under a profeſſion, 
conſcience will ſtartle, and the 1 heſitate 
what ſtep he had beſt to take. Now while this 
net is at his feet, and he is parlying with the 
temptation, the great Seducer ſteps in, he ſtirs 
up carnal reaſonings, and all the luſts of the 
fleſh and the mind, as far as he is permitted. 
Well, ſays Satan, this may be done without caſt- 
ing off your profeſſion or forfeiting your cha- 
racer in the Church; ſee how ſuch and ſuch a 
Church- member lives and acts: you may do it 
with as much ſafety to your eternal welfare as he, 
for this does not depend on a number of duties 


and ordinances, Thus the Devil knows how to 
miſapply the greaze/? truths to pervert the ſouls 


of men into miſery, Yea, further ſays the 
Tempter, thou art poor, and mayſt never have 


ſuch another opportunity of riſing in the world, 


and tho' the propoſal before you may oblige you 
to ſlacken your diligence and zeal for the pre- 
ſent, yet hereafter when you have got into 
poſſeſſion of abundance, you will be better 
able to ſerve the Church of Chriſt, O horrid 
deceiver | alas ignorant profeſſor! how like a 
filly bird does this Fowler catch thee b his 

nare ? 
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ſnare? not conſidering the unſatisfying nature 
of the creature-portion, the unhappy influence 
of worldly enjoyments to take away the heart 
from God, if ſpecial grace prevent not, the 
unwary profeſſor flies to the net, and coveting 
after this world deſtroys his credit and uſefulneſs 
as a Chriſtian, and prerces himſelf thro with 
many ſorrows, Multitudes are drawn aſide after 
this manner, till the things of time and ſenſe 
imperceptibly gain on their affections, then they 
grow proud, carnal, and ſelfiſh, and inſtead of 
being as heretofore, provokers of love, are like 


cold water to the affections of others, 


Tnosx who attain the riches of this world at 
the expence of their duty in the Church of 
Chriſt, are uſually by their ſad example under 
the influence of theſe ſenſual enjoyments the 
greateſt inſtruments of her declenſion and ruin, 
But whatever cauſe it ariſes from, where ſelf- 
love creeps in, and ſenſuality prevails, a fervent 
affection to Chriſt and ſpiritual things goes out, 
and when the members of a Church are carnal 
and ſelfiſh, it tends to the evil lamented. We 
are told that in theſe J days among other ex- 
erciſes, the Church is to be tried with ſuch who 
are lovers of their ownſetves ; [2 Tim. iii. 2.] and 
ſo remarkable did this ſpirit prevail even in the 
Apoſtolick age, that there is a complaint, 
[Phil. ii. 21.] That all fought their own, and not 
the things of Fefus Chriſt. I have been the more 
particular on this head, it being the main ſource 


of every other temptation, which takes place to the 


prejudice 
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rejudice of zeal and all ſpiritual proſperity in 
” Churches of the living God, But, N 


(2.) ANOTHER occaſion of declenſion among 
profeſſors is a forgetfulneſs of the mercy and 
kindneſs of God, both to their own ſouls, and 
to the Church to which they belong. 


Tris was the caſe of Iſrael of old [ Fer. ii. 2. 

I remember thee, the kindneſs of thy youth, the love 
of thine eſpouſals, when thou wenteſt after me in 
the wilderneſs, &c, The Lord charges her 
hab 6.] with not ſaying, where 7s the Lord that 
rought us out of the land of Egypt, that led us 
thro' the wilderneſs, thru a land of deſarts and 
pits, &c. They had forgot his wonderful works, 
he reminds them therefore, how he brought them 
into a fruitful country to eat the fruit thereof 
and the good thereof ver. 7.] So when perſons 
are captivated by their luſts, and entangled with 
the pleaſures and profits of this world, it lulls 


them into a forgetfulneſs of the love and grace 


of God, that was manifeſted to them at their 
converſion, and when he brought them out of 
ſpiritual Egypt; how kindly and ſeaſonably light, 
and a view of pardon broke in upon them, 
when they. were filled with terror, and under 
the apprehenſions of the divine wrath; they 
forpet the condeſcention of the Lord in hearing 


their prayers in ſuch times of diſtreſs, and the 


vows they made upon it. And thus when a 


t Church declines thro' the defection of its 
members, there is a forgetfulneſs of their paſt 


experience, 


neſs of divine mercy thro various temptations, 
as the frequent occaſions of a Church leaving 
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ience ; the providences that ſettled them at 
firſt, and how kind the great Shepherd had been 
from time to time, in protecting and furniſhing 
the Church to which they relate with gifts, 
raifing - one and another to ſupport his cauſe 
among them, and preſerving the candleſtick in 
its place. When a people loſe a ſenſe of God's 
paſt goodneſs, and forget the many wonderful 
favours he has wrought for, and in the midſt 
of them, no wonder they decline in their zeal 
for his glory. 


* 


— — —_ — — — 


CHA P. IV. 


A further account of what promotes declenfions 
in Churches, together with the manner in which 
Chrift expreſſes his diſpleaſure againſt the com- 
munities on whom they are found. 


CS "IX = XK” 


ROM the conſideration of the indulgence 
of a carnal ſelfiſh ſpirit, and a forgetful- Þ 


her irt love; J paſs on to ſhew, 


(.) Trmzsz declenſions are not a little = 
moted thro' the increaſe of formal profeſſors, 
Hypocrites uſually multiply upon the abatement | 
of zeal in the true diſciples of Chrift ; when Þ 
ſuch who fear God are betrayed thro' careleſs- 
neſs into a carnal frame, and flacken in thetr 
diligence, with reſpect to thoſe they admit 
among 
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t among them; there are perſons who take oc- 


n cafion- to enter into their fellowſhip, deſiring 
for ſome ſiniſter ends the form of godlineſs. 


s, Therefore when a Church is in a cold luke- 
fe warm ſtate, it becomes each member to exa- 
in mine bimſelf; for there is room to be jealous 
Is © there are not a few who deceive their own ſouls 


ul in the midſt of them: Theſe carnal profeſſors 
It © can by no means comply with the pains and 
al © patience, the ſelf-denial and watchfulneſs neceſ- 


lary to the Churches proſperity, and which 


when fervent in ſpirit ſne is careful to exerciſe; 
they are not for that purity in doctrine, that 
ſtrictneſs in diſcipline, that holy and ſpiritual 
converſation, which thoſe who are animated 
with zeal for Chriſt aim at; tis burthenſome 
ich to their minds, yea, tis dangerous; for as they 
n- like not to conform hereunto, fo if this godly 
zeal ſhould too much prevail, their contrary 
converſation will ſoon expoſe them to cenſure, 

nce and hereby they will either loſe their places in 
fal- the Church, or at leaſt loſe their end in main- 
ons, taining them, which is to be eſteemed righteous 
ing and holy perſons. Carnally minded profeſſors 
will always, in proportion to their influence in 

a Church, render abortive the endeavours of the 
ſpiritually minded believer, to promote a fer- 
Evency for the doctrines and ordinances of the 
nent {© Goſpel; eſpecially thoſe which, thro' the de- 
hen generacy of the times, are deſpiſed. They are 
lef- {for the moſt popular notions, for having the 
greateſt reputation, but for meeting with no oppo- 
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or. openly diſcountenance all thoſe meaſures ta- 
ken for the revival of true godlineſs, when de- 
cayed. Such men are very ſoothing, and uſu- 
ally have ſome ſpecious pretence for the oppo. 
ſition they make to the propoſals and attempts 
of others, for the reſtoring meetings of prayer, © 
for keeping up watchfulneſs over the members 


of the Church, for calling ſuch to an account a 
who walk diſorderly, and for reviving ſpiritual Þ 
diſcourſe, all which may have long lain ne- 


glected; I ſay, this oppoſition of formal pro- 
feſſors is for the moſt part carried on under ſome 
ſpecious pretence ; a cry of liberty and charity 
hal gloſs over their conduct, and thereby de- 
ceive many. Thus they become the occaſion 
of a Church having her jir/# love more and 

more; and thro' their obtaining a majority in 
number or power, hath many a lively and re- 


putable Community of ſaints been diſgraced and 
deſtroyed. 


(4.) SOMETIMES the coldneſs of other E 


Churches, ſituated in the neighbourhood, ad- | 


miniſters to this evil. 


APoSTACY, in what ſubject ſoever it reſides, Þ 
in all ſhapes and degrees is infectious like the 
plague ; as one member in a community con- 
nived at in the indulgence of ſin leavens ano- 


ther, and thereby, if the appointed means is ; 


neglected, the whole body will be gradually 
corrupted : ſo one community of profeſſors de- 
clining in their zeal, is often the occaſion of 

Fe anothers IÞ 
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* anothers going off from their former love. The 
= iniquities indulged, and the duties neglected in 
one Church, like roots of bitterneſs ſpring up 
and ale others; the infection ſpreads inſen- 
> ſibly, and ſometimes conveys its poiſon to a 
f great diſtance; but, however, a ſeveral 
Churches lie contiguous, tis ſeldom ſeen that 
one decays alone. It is true, the conſtitution 
of particular Churches, which are independant 
bodies, makes it poſſible, that where divers 
border upon each other, one may drop and the 


: e N 1 N \ ts 
a I pr dr TS WT SEAT HS? Ree * 


me reſt ſtand; but ſad and abundant experience 
ty ſhews us that this is ſcarcely to be expected. It 


de- is obſervable, that where one has declined, un- 

leſs a remarkable ſpirit of reformation has been 
given, the reſt have ſoon followed. All the 
Churches in Aſia were infected, more or leſs, 
| pretty near together, and decayed within a little 
of each other. 


Wr are prone to be content with a com- 
ther patative righteouſneſs and goodneſs; there ſtill 
ad- lurks in the hearts of true Chriſtians ſomething 
of this vanity, and it often very much affects 
their conduct, not only in a private but a col- 
lective capacity; and 'tis evident how greatly 
this unhappy propenſity muſt needs expoſe them 
to injury, from bad example. The beſt of us 
ate too apt to ſquare our conduct by this falſe 
rule of compariſon, a rule that deceives many 
© fouls into a groundleſs hope, and moſt fatal ſe- 
curity, to their utter deſtruction ; and that be- 
> trays Chriſtians in fellowſhip into a neglect of 
BS 2. their 
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their relative duties, and an indifferency of ſpirit 
towards the doctrines and ordinances of the 
Golpel, before they are aware. The beſt an- 
{wer many profeſſors can give upon enquiry, 
why they are fo ſeldom, ſo late, ſo inactive in 
their places in the Churches to which they be- 
long, is that they come up to, or it may be in 
ſome little degree exceed, what ſome back-ſliding 
members of neighbouring Churches do: Sur- 
prizing ſtupidity ! but ſuch is the fad trifling of 
ſome in a carnal frame; they boaſt themſelves © 
in a comparative way, by the conduct of formal 
and diſorderly perſons, under a like profeſſion |” 
with themſelves; tho' they might juſtly be 
aſhamed to compare their preſent behaviour | 
even with their own former conduct, much 
leſs with the rule of Chriſt's word, and with 
the facred vows that are upon them. 


W ſee then, that the defection of a Church 
ariſes from the degeneracy of its members, it 
originally ſprings from their being betrayed | 
thro' the remainders of fin by the ſubtlety of 
the Tempter into a ſenſual and private ſpirit, 
which occaſioning a forgetfulneſs of the mercie © 
of God heretofore manifeſted in their favour; © 
in this indifferent ſtate formal profeſſors mu- 
tiply, who uſe all their intereſt to prevent the 
revival of ſpirituality and religious zeal, and 
theſe declenſions are not a little promoted thro 
the ill example of other Churches who are fallen 
from their ſtedfaſtneſs. Which brings me to 
the laſt thing propoſed, viz, 6 


Thirdy, 


againſt. his declining Churches. 4.5 
- Thirdly, To conſider, how Chriſt expreſſes his 


2 difpleaſure at all ſuch defections from a lively 
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real for his intereſt and glory. 


TuIs is clearly illuſtrated in the caſe of the 
Church of Epheſus, and plainly related in the 


context; therefore any conſiderable enlargement 
* is unneceſſary, The ſubjects on which the ef- 
fects of his anger will terminate, are doubtleſs 
the people under a profeſſion of his name, who 
may expect to feel his reſentment, as private 


perſons, and as a publick body, It is not ſuit- 


able to my deſign to enter into an enquiry after 


the tokens of his diſpleaſure againſt particular 
perſons, -who are the inſtruments of theſe de- 


dlenſions in a Church ſtate, ſuch will have their 
reward in this life, or that which is to come; 
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but Chriſt expreſſes his diſpleaſure againſt his 
Churches, | 


(i.) By charging them with their declen- 
ſions. Thus, in the text, he accuſes the Ephe- 


ſan Church, I have ſomewhat againſt thee, thou 


baſt left thy firſt love. 


In the times of the Prophets, under the for- 


mer diſpenſation, the Lord charges the back- 
© ſlidings of his revolting people rae! upon her; 
and by ſuch charges they might ſee how diſ- 
| pleaſed he was with their forſaking his ordi- 
nances and deſpiſing his word. So the Lord 
= Jeſus by charging his Churches with their de- 


> Clenſions, teſtifies his diſpleaſure againſt them. 


It 
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It is not to be expected there ſhould be a freſh 
revelation from heaven, as in the inſtance be- 
fore us; he has by this very paſſage iſſued out a 
ſtanding charge againſt all his Churches, who 
like this at Ephe/ies, leave their firft le. Chriſt 
is here (as obſerved in the introduction) ſpeak- 
ing in his word to his Churches, and when any 
Church is under the like appearance with that 
to whom the words were firſt directed, the 
Miniſter ought to apply the accuſation faith- 
fuully, and woe be to thoſe who contemn the 
charge on account of the meſſenger that brings 


it in the name of the Lord. It is remarkable 
the 
Angel that aſſiſted in the Revelation, nor by 


that this accuſation was not miniſtred by 


yon to whom the revelation was made, but 
by the Miniſter or Overſeer of the Church to 
whom it was ſent for that purpoſe; ſo that the 
Churches in the preſent day, if back-ſliding, 
have the word adminiſtred in the ſame way the 
Church of Epheſus had. But, | 


_ (2.) CnxisT expreſſes his diſpleaſure by 
warning his backſliding Churches to repentance, 
which warning is accompanied with a threat- 
ning in caſe of obſtinacy, | 


Tus alſo ſtands recorded in the eternal, ſa- 
cred Word to be miniſtred out by his faithful 
Ambaſſadors. When a people are viſibly upon 
the decline indeed, there is a mixture of kind- 
neſs in theſe warnings. Tis a mercy and an 
undeſerved favour, when a people forſake _ 
zeal, 
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real, that he does not ſuddenly, and immedi- 
ately pour ont his vengeance on them for their 
a © | ingratitude, treachery, and diſobedience : But 
> © he is a merciful God, flow to anger, and of 
ſt great compaſſion, Theſe warnings however 
* beſpeak his reſentment againſt their proceedings, 
and involve in them the awful intimations of 
it his diſpleaſure. Sometimes to his word he adds 
e other warnings by the Diſpenſations of his Pro- 
1. © | vidence; as when he withdraws the light and 
he © ſucceſs they formerly were indulged with; when 
os he removes a laborious Miniſter, and man 
le © other valuable perſons by death, or otherwiſe ; 
he © when he ſuffers great trials to the body, thro' 
by the diſorderly conduct of its members: theſe 
ut and ſuch like intimations call upon a people to 
to remember whence they are fallen, and ſhould be 
he received as tokens of Chriſt's controverſy with, 
and difpleaſure againſt a declining Church. 
| But then, 


3. IT is certain, if a people perſiſt, and all 
the inſtruction of his Word and Providence do 
not awaken them to repentance, he will at 
length execute his anger in their diſſo- 
lution. This was the threatning againſt the 
Church of Epheſus: and what was the conſe- 
ſa. © quence? Chriſt removed the candleſtick out of 
"ful its place [ver. 5.] This the Lord will do, if a 
pon Church continues to revolt, under all the char- 
nd- ges laid againſt them in his word, miniſtred by 
an his faithful ſervants, and after many rebukes 
heir © and. warnings. And this Chriſt can do, con- 

1 | ſiſtent 
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48 De Redeemer's. Charge 
ſiſtent with the purpoſes of his heart, and the 
unchangeable covenant of grace. The promi- 
ſes that infallibly ſecure the ſalvation of ' ey 
true Believer, and the ſtability of the Church of 
God, are no ſecurity againſt the utter ruin of 
particular Churches, if they degenerate into a 
contempt of his inſtitutions. The Lord can 
ſtrip a nation, full of formal Churches, of all 
the means of grace, and remove every appear- 
ance of the Goſpel from them, conſiſtent with 
all that he has purpoſed or declared; and he is 
able to teſtify his anger by theſe fatal means. 
All the dependance of a Church is upon him; 
gifts entity for edification are in his poſſeſſi- 
on, and muſt be given forth from him; yea, 
the Spirit itſelf comes from him. 


Cn RIS T has a ſovereign juriſdiction in the 
univerſal Church, and all particular Churches 
are at his diſpoſal: he is the only true Head of 
the univerſal Church, the chief Shepherd of the 
flock, and will let no Church continue longer 
than may conduce to his own glory, and the 
good of his true diſciples: He can take them 
down at his pleaſure. I apprehend indeed a 
Church (eſpecially in times of ' outward. eaſe) 
never diſſolves but thro' her own default; and 
many particular profeſſors provoke the Lord to 
anger, and may be called to his bar before the 
expiration of the Church they have been the oc- 
caſion of deſtroying ; but Chriſt is able, when 
the iniquity of a backſliding people is full, ſoon 
to diſſolve them, by withdrawing his preſence, 

| | by 
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again Bis declining Churches. 49 
by calling home faithful Miniſters, and permit- 
- ting diſqualified perſons to ſucceed for a while; 
7 [by withholding: the Spirit of truth, on whoſe 
it ! opefatioris all ſucceſs depend. In a word, by 
't Flevins- them to their own ſpirits; then, alas 
a cheit floth,; pride, hypocriſy, and covetouſneſs 
n preſently introduce contention, by which they 
often bite and devour one another, till the Bo- 
— dy is conſumed. When carnal profeſſors by 
h this means come to have their full ſwing of 
is power and influence, the uſeful zealous mem- 
8. pers, if a few remain alive, are obliged to leave 
te Church, and betake themſelves to ſome 
i- other Commanion; or if they are at too great a 
a, dliſtance from ſach a relief, they are obliged to 

mourn in ſilence at the view they have of the 

approaching ruin of the Community, which 
they cannot prevent. By theſe and ſuch like 
forrowful methods Chriſt takes down a Church- 
Fate, and will teſtify his reſentment againſt a 
body of people, who, under that character, 
Finpenitently' trifle with his Inſtitutions. 


m Tu vs 1 have endeavoured to give ſome ac- 

a {eount of the ſymptoms that appear upon a 
ſe) {Church that has left her ficſt love, the ſources of 
nd Wiheſe declenfions, and the way in which the 
to {Lord Jeſus Chriſt will expreſs his diſpleaſure / 
he Wacainſt ſach departers from him. 


H CHAP. 
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. 
An application of the foregoing truths to the 
temper and conduct of the profeſſors of religim 
in our day, and the pernicious tendency of all 
notions which lead believers to an indifferent 
to the duties of their ſtation in the particular 

_ Churches to which they ſeverally belong. 


HE application of the things Jaid down 
in the preceding Chapters, is eaſy to every 


obſerving Chriſtian; and I think there is too 


great a likeneſs in the preſent temper and condud 
of many profeſlors amongſt us, to be overlook'd 
by conſiderate and knowing perſons. Who that 


reflects on the preſent ſtate of Religion among 


us can deny, that in general, and eſpecially on 
many particular Churches in our day and land, 


theſe melancholy ſymptoms too viſibly appear? 


If an abatement in zeal for aſſembling togethe 
is any proof of having forſaken our fir/t hut, 


ſurely the charge ſtands good againſt us. How iſ 
fadly is the houſe of God neglected! The mor: 


publick ſtated ſeaſons for worſhip, are ſo 


ſhamefully treated, that (unleſs arrived to a great 
degree of inſenſibility) one cannot take a ſeriou 
review without bluſhing. We agree to mee 


God and one another at one hour, and gene- 


rally come together near upon the borders of 
the next! What a ſtrange diſturbance do the 


few that come early meet with near half the 


time of their devotion, from the ruſhing in of 
thoſe who come late, and are by far the great a 


number 


againſt his declining Churches. 5 1 
number in many places? The Miniſter, and 
they who make conſcience of being in the aſ- 

be ſembly to begin with him, could never proceed 
on with any compoſure in the divine ſervice, for 
al the ruffling of cloaths, and the clattering of 
doors, were it not that cuſtom has at length ren- 
lar der'd it fomewhat tolerable: And, in ſhort, were 
we to wait for a decent filence before we begin, 
we ſhould have ſcarce any time for either of the 
vn branches of publick worſhip. And after fo 
er much time is elapſed with little or no religious 
too ſervice performed, is it not grievous to ſee how 
many fall aſleep under the word, while others 
give too much ſuſpicion of a wandering heart, 
by the roving of their eyes? Many ſymptoms of 
= a reftleſsneſs, during the ſhort ſpace, are ap- 
parent in ſome, who ſeem more watchful of 
the clock, leſt the preacher ſhould exceed the 
time, than of the word ſpoken, leſt at any time 
they ſhould let it flip; Nor will ſome ſpare their 
© refleftions if they are detained a few minutes 
longer than common. I acknowledge i: is ne- 
ceſſary for the moſt part to keep to the time ap- 
> {oF pointed, and am far from pleading for a conti- 
greu nuance in publick ſervice to the diſorder of fa- 
rious milies; but when people are offended upon 
meet every little excurſion of this kind, however the 
ene · | ſubject may call for it, (as is the caſe of ſome) 
rs of it is a fad ſign of carnality, and want of affection 
the for the things of Chriſt. This is the manner 
the in which even Proteſtant Diſſenters are too 
generally found to attend their religious 
| aſſemblies. 
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Now let any ſerious perſon reflect on theſe 
things; is not this the true ſtate of the caſe? 
and is this right? Is this becoming the courts of 
the Lord's houſe, or anſwerable to the great 
deſign of ſuch meetings? If a Few or Mabo- 
metan, who never heard the juſt complaints of 
our declenſions, was, upon enquiry after the 
time and places of our worſhip, to attend as a 
ſpectator, would he not be ſurprized, think 
you, to ſee the houſe empty near half the time 
appointed for devotion? would not a ſtranger 
be tempted to think, that after all our pro- 


feſſion, we had no ſuch ſenſe of our obliga- > 


tions to Chriſt, no ſuch reverence for our Sa- 


viour and his word, no ſuch apprehenſions of 


the authority and importance of his inſtitutions, 
no ſuch delight in his ſervice; in a word, no 
ſuch expectation of his ſpiritual preſence, or of 
a bleſſing from his hands, as we talk of? Men 
who are in good earneſt about their temporal 
honour and intereſts, will not thus attend the 
Exchange, or other places of publick reſort for 
the negotiating of buſineſs, according to ther 


ſeveral profeſſions; nor if they have acknow- 


ledgments to make to their earthly Prince, or 


any favour to aſk of him, will they attend hi 
preſence-chamber, in this manner, if they hav 


any regard for acceptance with him. And why 
then ſhould they think it ſufficient, or decent 
thus to attend the worſhip of the great God! 


How thoughtleſs ſoever we may be, the Lord } 


is diſpleaſed with ſuch ſervices, and will not 


accept them; what he ſays by his Prophet 5 
applicable 
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* declared in his Word to be a jealous God.— 
It is not at all to be wondered at, that we have 
ſo little of the divine preſence in thoſe aſſem- 
blies, in which his Majeſty and grace are 
thus affronted. 1 5 
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applicable to the caſe in hand. \Malach.i. 8.] 


= Offer it now to thy governor, will be be pleaſed 
8 with thee, or accept thy perſon? ſaith the Lord 
c Hoſts. Strange, that men, and good men too, 
ſhould be ſunk into ſo carnal a frame, or be fo 
ſtupified, as to conceive, that what would be 
= juſtly reſented by an earthly Prince, ſhould be 


cceptable to the glorious Jehovah, who is 


IT may be thought that in this repreſentation 
I have deviated from my ſubject, ſeeing this 


negligence and indecency is chargeable upon the 
hearers of the word in general, and not peculiar 
to Church-members, I admit it, but I thought 
it not unnatural to introduce the account here, 
and indeed it was almoſt neceſſary in reſpect to 
the firſt ſymptom laid down of a declining 
her ſtate; and I appeal to all who make any ob- 
ow. fervation on our publick afſemblies, if many 


„ o © Church-members by their late attendance, and 
1 his 


in ſome inſtances by their behaviour, are not ill 
examples to others; and whether when perſons 


why under ſuch a profeſſion generally conduct them- 
cent ſelves in this manner, it is not highly criminal 
50d! in itſelf, and an undeniable token of their having 
Lord A their fir ft hve. 
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Bur if we look into meetings of prayer of a 
more private nature, how are they attended? | 
in how many Churches are they entirely laid 
aſide ? — Church-meetings, for hearing the 
experiences of ſuch who propoſe for Communi. 
on, enquiring into the converſation of the ſeveral 
members, purging out evil perſons, and other 
neceſſary duties for the admonition and comfort 
of every one in fellowſhip, and the preſervation 
of the body ; are they better attended, than the 
more publick aſſemblies? If any judgment can 
be formed by what is ſeen and heard, many 
under a profeſſion of the name of Chriſt have 
much to anſwer for, for their negle& of his 
cauſe, and their own fouls in the omiſſions of 
ſuch neceſſary meetings. It is complained that 
in ſome Communities there is ſcarce any appear- 
ance of ſuch aſſemblies, which the nature of 
their conſtitution, and the command of Chriſt 
ſo earneſtly demands: and the few who, un- 
der the diſcouragements of the preſent luke- 
warm time, attend the exerciſes, are witneſſes 
in almoſt every Church, that many never ap- 
pear in theſe her weekly or monthly aſſemblies, F 
or diſcover any concern for the welfare of the 
body. The like is to be obſerved with regard 
to ſympathy with fellow members in diſtreſs, 
and ſpiritual converſation among them: Some 
profeſſors never give any proper evidence of the 
one, or are found engaging in the other, from 
year to year; but are mere nominal members of 
the Church to which they relate, excepting now 
and then hearing a Sermon in publick, or re- 
| cerving 
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eeiving the Sacrament, and even theſe are too 


* 45's omitted, by ſome, and that upon very 1 
t occaſions. _ | | 


WuiLz I am ſpeaking of theſe forrowful 
| ; backſlidings, I would obſerve, it is however to 1 
be acknowledged that many profeſſors are very 
* generous with their ſubſtance, eſpecially in and 
about the City of London; beſides other occa- 
© ſional and liberal exhibitions, there are many 
noble charities ſupported by yearly contributions 
in the Churches, and even by thoſe, on whom 
too many of the ſad {ſymptoms I have been deſcri- 
bing are to be found. This diſpoſition indeed is 
* truly worthy of the Chriſtian Character; may 
the Lord continue and increaſe it. But ſuch 
© charitics can never be thought to excuſe the de- 
| clenfions we lament. Our bounty will not atone 
for our formality, nor our generous donations 
-|þ to pious deſigns ſave us from the diſpleaſure of 
: 
| 
: 


Chriſt, if in other reſpects we ſlight his Goſpel, 
and pour contempt on his Ordinances. - And 
indeed if irreligion increaſes upon us in this 
manner, there is reaſon to fear that this chari- 
table diſpoſition will ſoon decline, or the cha- 
— themſelves be miſapplied. 


Tus is the fad ſituation of the Churches; 
7 | "theſe the tokens of declenſion upon us; yea, I 
might ſubjoin, that, ſo ignorant, or ſo much in- 
diſpoſed are ſome members of Churches, that they 
> ſeem aſtoniſhed and are even offended if their 
Miniſters tell them of theſe things, and ſtir them 


up 


e . * 
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up to a more vigo 
Melancholy alteration indeed from thoſe times, 
when through affliction and perſecutions the 
Churches I am ſpeaking of, were firſt eſtabliſhed 
in our land! Then the fellow(Hip of the Saints 
was eſteemed honourable; then it was the mu- 
tual endeavour of Chriſtians to build up each 
other in their holy faith, and to encourage one 


another in the ways of the Lord; then few were 
miſſing at the times appointed for aſſemblies of 


every ſort neceſſary to edification, and then there 
was a general forwardneſs to every good word and 
work. O that it were with us as in years paſt, 
as in the days when the love of God was ſhed 
abroad in the hearts of his people, and the zeal 
of his houſe was ready to eat them up! 


I come now to make ſome reflections upon 
the whole; and, ſhall cloſe this chapter with 
obſerving, 


Firſt, How prejudicial to the Churches of 
Chriſt are all notions and practices, that ſlacken 
the zeal and diligence of believers in the duties 
of their profeſſion ? 


I ſhall enlarge ſomewhat particularly on this 


reflection, becauſe I think it highly neceſſary, 
conſidering the temper and conduct of many 
profeſſors at this time, who are, I apprehend, 
unwarily, employing themſelves in this un- 
thankful office; and inſtead of building up (as 

I be- 


rous diſcharge" of their duty. 
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Il believe moſt of them intend) are pulling down 


the Churches of Chriſt *. If the negligence 


and declenſions of a particular Church are fo 


1 diſpleaſing to the Redeemer, and what he will 


reſent in the awful manner we have ſeen; it 
muſt needs be very injurious to the Churches, 


and the viſible intereſt of Chriſt in the world, 


| to propagate any ſentiment, or give into any 


conduct, that has a tendency to abate the con- 


cern of a 7; believer, to fill up his ſtation 
in the houſe of God. It appears from the con- 


ſtitution of a Church, ſhe can only be zealous 
and fruitful in proportion to the activity and 
vigour of her ſeveral members; who by a fre- 


quent and ready aſſembling together, diſcharge 
the duties of their reſpective ſtations in the 
body. | 


| EveRy thing therefore that leſſens the obliga- 
tion upon a believer's conſcience, or alienates 155 
5 1 deſires 


Ir is clear to me from Scripture, that the catholick viſible 
Church on earth is divided into many particular Churches, at 
the 2 of our Lord, who by his inſpired Apoſtles in- 
ſtructed us into their formal conſtitution. Such particular 
Churches, I apprehend, with many of my Chriſtian Brethren, 
to be diſtin independant bodies from each other, and are to be 
= conſidered as different parts of the one Catholick Church, 
which Church appears with beauty and luſtre in the world, in 
proportion to the number and brightneſs of theſe particular 
communities, ſty1'd in in Scripture golden candleſticks : Now the 
> continuance and glory of theſe particular communities are main- 
© tained thro? the aQivity and zeal of their conſtituent members; 
who under the conſtraints of divine love, thro' the aſſiſtance of 
© the bleſſed Spirit, are diligent in the exerciſe of every grace 
and diſcharge of every duty. If this be a juſt repreſentation, 
tis eaſy to ſee the dreadful tendency of breaking in upon the 
© orderly and lively diſcharge of theſe duties incumbent upon 
> Chriſtians as members of particular viſible Churches. 
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defires to be found active, according to his ability 
in the body whereof he is a member, tends to the 
declenſion of that body, occaſions the diſpleaſure 
of Chriſt againſt it, and ſtrikes at the very being 
thereof; and indeed as far as the influences of 
ſuch bad examples teach, it is levelled at the 
exiſtence of all other Churches. 


Wr are not without delufions and tempta- 
tions of this kind in the preſent day. It has even 
been inſinuated there is no particular rule in 
Scripture for the order of a Church - ſtate *, this is 

8 6 


T uis at once takes off all authority from the diſcipline of 
a Church, the neceſſary and appointed means of preſerving the 
body from being corrupted and ruined, by erroneous, immoral, 
and diſorderly members; and is in effect what is called: Fra- 
flianiſm, from one Thomas Eraſtus a Swiſs phyſician, who aroſe 
during the time of the Civil Wars in. Exzp/and.: his- diſtinguiſh- 
ing tenet was that the Church had no right to diſcipline. The dif- 
ference indeed is, that Fraſtus ſeerns to acknowledge a Church, 
but diſowns her power to excommunicate, abſolve, Ec. but 
this notion I have mentioned, virtually deſtroys the very being 
of a Church, by denying. there is any ſach ration, 7. 2. 
any ſociety whoſe formal conſtitution is according to the 
direction of the Lord Jeſus ; for this is impoſſible if there is no 
particular rule in Scripture for it. They come much to the 
ſame; for a Church without diſcipline will ſoon diſſolve, or at 
leaft. be ſo defiled as to be no fit habitation for a heavenly-minded 
perſon; yet the latter ſeems the more bold and preſumptuous 
aſſertion. Chriſtians indeed have differed in their opinions 
concerning the mind of Chriſt in this important article, thro' 
the different degrees of light they have in this imperfett ſtate; 
and this is conſiſtent with an univerſal acknowledgment of 
the authority of our Lord in his word. But when — come 
to queſtion there being ay command or expreſs rule for Church 
order, this overturns all things in the houſe of God, and opens 


2 wide door to all the inventions of men. Chriſtianity itſelf, in my 
opinion, in this cafe is in great danger; for when the Churches 
e ; . : are 
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making ſhort work with ordinances indeed: upon 
1c this principle a voluntary ſociety of Chriſtians 
re © cemented by a few bye- laws and inventions of 
1 ©; their own, and deſlitute of the ſpecial ordinan- 
of © © ces of Chriſt, has equal authority with a 
e Church which has no other eſſential band of 
union, than what is preſcribed in the divine 
word, and where there is a ſacred regard to all 
a- © the wiſe and gracious inſtitutions of the Re- 


en deemer ; but ſuch vain imaginations are to be 
in proteſted againſt as derogating from the Kingly 
office of Chriſt, and as a means of introducing 


nz anarchy into his Churches, which, where it 
takes place, if not timely remedied, muſt na- 
of W- turally iſſue in their diſſolution. 


the 5 
ral, . | 

= k T 18 much to be lamented that many private 
in. Chriſtians, and even ſome of a more publick 
dil. character in the Churches have countenanced 


practices that ſavour of a notion ſo deſtructive to 
the honour of Chriſt in the world. Far be it 
ftom me to ſuppoſe, that all who give into ſuch 
a conduct, baye any ſelfiſn view, nor would I 
allow myſelf to judge any one individual Ring- 
leader of theſe pernicious ſentiments ; 'tis the 
prerogative of the great ſearcher of hearts to 
12 : judge 


are demoliſhed religion is in a defenceleſs ſtate : the preſence 
of Chrift and his Spirit departs from a nation when the Candle- 
ſticks are removed, and nothing but groſs darkneſs can be ex- 
pected, as it is now in Ha, once ſo famous for goſpel-light, 
now over-run by the Turi, and ſubject to the blaſphemy and 
ſuperſtition of that vile Impoſtor Mahomet : for tho* there is a 
leration, this is the eſtabliſhed and prevailing religion. 
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judge and condemn thoſe who ſeek themſelves, | 
under a pretence of ſeeking the things of Chriſt, 
I would hope there are very few if any ſuch a. 
mong us. But what ends ſoever perſons may have 
who eſpouſe ſuch unſcriptural notions, it appears 
to me that theſe ſentiments may be ſubſervient Þ 
to deſigning men, who lie in wait to captivate 
weak and unwary Chriſtians, and that they are 
calculated to deſtroy religion from the face of the 
land, and bring in an inundation of enthuſiaſm, 
ſuperſtition, and error among us. 
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Lx r us remember our Lord is a God of order, 
and maintain a reverence for his inſtitutions, 
according to the light of our conſciences, if we 
would eſcape the ſnare of the Devil, for he al- 
ways ſets up his ſtandard in confuſion, It is 
not a general notion of the doctrines of the 
Goſpel, or a flaming zeal for one or two par- 
ticular truths, how important ſoever, that will 
atone for the contempt of the appointments of e 
infinite wiſdom for ſupporting the cauſe of {Mc 
Chriſt, When the enemy has led one part of b 
a religious community into an apoſtacy from p 
their ſacred engagements with the Church of 
God, and rendred the reſt indifferent about fel- t! 
lowſhip in the method preſcribed in his word, 

his buſineſs is done; the breach is made; he will 
ſoon remove the remaining part of the treaſure, 
and find means to pervert men from that do- 
ctrine, which for a ſeaſon has been the bait to 
unguarded perſons. 
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Tux have been divers attempts of late 
years on the members of Churches, in order to 
alienate them from the communities to which 
they belong. It has, with too much ſucceſs in 
many inſtances, been inſinuated, that ſuch are 
really under no obligation to fill up their places, 
that it is as acceptable to Chriſt if we are but 
e © where any of his dear children are gathered to- 
e gether, as tho we were preſent with thoſe in 
„particular with whom we are engaged to walk 
in fellowſhip: a ſentiment ſo glaringly unjuſt, 
that it is wonderful it ſhould ever captivate any 

r, boneſt ſerious mind. Much pains has been ta- 


„ ken to draw off ſuch whoſe names are in the 
re © Churches, by directly or indirectly accufing 
1- KF their miniſter or their fellow members to them, 


is with want of ſpirituality and Chriſtian love 
he in general, or with want of affection to them 
-in particular, or perhaps under a pretence of 
ill finding more of the preſence of Chriſt and 
= communion with him elſewhere. But who 


of cannot ſee that the drawing aſide of profeſſors 
of by theſe or any other baſe methods or ſpecious 
m pretences, is naturally levelled againſt, and in- 
of {&jurious to the Churches of Chriſt in general; 
- that it muſt neceſſarily incapacitate them for 
-d, doing their former works which they performed, 


ill {when the members acted a rational and faithful 
re, part in diſcharging their duties; and conſe- 
o- {Equently, that, according to the example of the 
to Church of Epheſus it muſt bring down the diſ- 

pleaſure of Chriſt upon them. Can this be an 
2x cceptable ſervice to the Lord? mult not they 

1 | Who 


63 e e e 
who are found in ſuch practices be under great 
deluſion ? = TIT 


TuzRe are others who practically prejudice 


the Churches and Inſtitutions of Chrift ; among 
whom may be reckoned, ſuch who through an 
indulgence of carnal pleaſure are negligent of the 
Church they belong to. Alſo thoſe who, in the 
judgment of charity, are true diſciples, ard 
who in private profeſs they believe in Chriſt, 
reſting their ſalvation upon him, and yet ſubmit 


not to his publick ordinances. And, if there ac 
any perſons more injurious to the Inſtitutions of 


of our Saviour than either of theſe, I apprehend 
they are ſuch, who having met with ſome offence 
in theChurch they belonged to, paſſionately with- 
draw, and go on year after year, and perhaps 
to the end of their days, out of Church-fellow- 


ſhip; as if becauſe of the infirmities of thoſe iſ 


who, it may be, have given them juſt cauſe of 
offence, they are diſcharged from their obliga- 
tions to obey the Lord Jeſus, and from being 
found in the ways of his appointments. Theſe 
Chriſtians do not conſider the ill effects their ex- 
ample has to bring the importance of Chriſtian 
Ordinances into ſuſpicion, if not contempt. | 
perſuade myſelf they are not defgnedly, but | 
am certain they are really, in proportion to 
their influence, greatly prejudicial to the viſible 
Church of Chriſt in the day in which they 


live. 
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CHAP. VI. 


1 | Chewing how this charge condemns fich who ne- 
ver manifeſted any proper zeal for the name of 

* Chriſt; with a 2h. to 2 f examination; u 
en Ns. 1 


TP 18 greatly to ee that there appears 

ſo much of the fame ſpirit and behaviour, 
E which the Church at Ephefus is accuſed, | 
as the Churches of Chriſt in the preſent 
time; and that there are ſo many vain and 
fooliſh notions N which tend to ener- 
wte the ſtrength, and mar the beauty of ſuch 
communities: This was the mournful ſubject 
of the preceding chapter. I ſhall eſteem it a 
great happineſs, if the repreſentation given is 


TY Ya Re Een SET 


oſe inſtrumental of ſtirring up the zeal of any of 
of Cheiſts people, who may be ſunk into a luke- 


ga- warm frame, to lay it to heart, and ſpread it 
ne before the Lord; and that any ſuch ſhould here- 
by be animated to an earneſt endeavour after a 
different temper and conduct for the future. As 
a further means of conviction and revival, un- 
| der the divine bleſſing, 1 proceed, by way of 
| reflection , to obſerve, 


ſeveral Members who leave their firſt love, re- 
proves thoſe who never diſcovered any zeal for 
\ P. [nn and his ordinances at all. Of theſe there 
are 


* 


Secondly, Tu 1s charge againſt the Church of 
| Epheſus, and by them to all Churches and their 
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The Redeemer's Charge 


64 | 
are two ſorts; viz. ſome who are under a pro- 
feſſion, and others who never took upon them 
the name of the Redeemer in a publick manner. 
. e 0 

SoME perſons ſet out under a profeſſion of the 

name of Chriſt, in theſe lukewarm days, in ſo | 
cold and lifeleſs a ſpirit, that they never give any l 
publick token of the fervency uſually diſcover. Y 
ed by young converts. It becomes ſuch to con- © 
ſider, wherefore they are deſtitute of fruits ſo te 
natural to the love of the Believer in the day of d 
his eſpouſals, whence it comes to paſs they have a 
0 


no firſt love. Spiritual affections are not alike 
ſtrong in every one upon firſt converſion, not P 
have all an equal talent for the diſplay of them; | 
but ſome zeal is found with every convert; and ® 
the fruits of this love, at leaſt in a deſire and © 

_ readineſs to aſſociate with the Church, is to be t 
expected from them. Under what temptation I P 
then does the young Profeſſor ſeem to come d 
ſhort of it? 


Bur there are others, who tho they private- © 
ly declare their love for Chriſt, and dependance C 
upon him for ſalvation, yet never joined them- i dl 
ſelves to his diſciples, or bore a teſtimony of d 
their obedience to him by a publick profeſſion. 
Theſe perſons do well to beware, that the con- th 
tempt ignorant and carnal men caſt upon the ſt 
Inſtitutions of Chriſt is not the cauſe of their It 
neglect; for our Lord has plainly declared, h. 
Whoſoever ſhall be aſhamed of HIM and 1s ch 
. words in an adulterous and finful n, of Þ- 
in 
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kim alſo ſhall the Son of man be aſhamed, when 


* he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy 

„angelt. [Mark viii. 38.] I hope this is not the 
caſe with many. 

0 Bor there are others who never ſhew any 


y love to Chriſt by a publick profeſſion, thro' ſla- 
- viſh fear of their incapacity to grapple with the 
,_ © corruptions of their hearts, to withſtand the 
: © temptations to which they are liable; and to 
if © diſcharge the duties that will be incumbent on 
them under that profeſſion. Theſe fears are too 
e © often indulged under a falſe notion of their pro- 
yr © priety and fitneſs to a weak and finful creature, 
; but are to be condemned as what indeed ſavour 
d of unbelief and ſelf-confidence ; all ſuch ſhould 
d confider, that the grace of Chriſt is ſufficient for 
de them, who has enjoined this duty upon his 
people, and that diſobedience to him, thro' a 
ne diſtruſt of his promiſes, is a very provoking fin. 


at 4 


| To theſe inſtances it may be added, that tis 
e. to be feared many keep at a diſtance from the 
ce Churches of Chriſt from the proſpect of the in- 
n. different behaviour of ſome perſons who are un- 
of der a profeſſion of religion. It muſt be ac- 
n. knowledged with grief many walk unbecoming 
n- the Goſpel they profeſs, and that this is a great 
he & ſtumbling-block : but let thoſe who ſtumble at 
ir it remember, the unprofitableneſs of thoſe who 
d, have taken upon them the name of Chriſt, and 
1s he flight ſuch put upon the privileges of his 
F houſe, can afford no juſt excuſe for the omiſſion | 
7. | K of 
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of their duty. The guilt of ſuch profeſſors i; 
very deep, but it is fo far from juſtifying any 
indifferency to the ordinances of Chriſt in them 
that love bm, that it aggravates their neglect; 
for in proportion to the contempt that others 
caſt on his authority, they ought, and if in a 
right frame would naturally be forward to te- 
ſtify their zeal for his glory. | Q 


Tuo who have altogether omitted a pro- 
feſſion of Chriſt's name, or under a formal pro- 
feſſion, never diſcovered any zeal for his honour, 
are not chargeable indeed with having t their 
Vrſt love. But Reader, if thou haſt any well 
grounded hopes of an intereſt in Chriſt, and art 
among this number; conſider, this charge 
brought by Chriſt againſt thofe who have de- 
clined in his ways, implicitly condemns thee. 
By it you may eaſily diſcern, the diſpleaſure of 
your Saviour at your conduct; for if Chriſt is 
diſpleaſed with thoſe who abate in their dili- 
gence in his Church, notwithſtanding the ma- 
ny things they have done for his name's fake 


heretofore; he can never be well pleaſed with, 


you that have not ſo much as ſet your hand to 
the ptough. If ſuch who profeſs his name are 
chukech and threatened becauſe of their forma- 
lity and unfruitfulneſs, what muſt be expected 
from him towards thoſe who are even deſtitute 
of the form? * 


Thirdly, LET each of us who are under a 
profeſſion, on the preſent melancholy ap- 
” | Pearance 
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* pearance of things in the Churches, examine 
* ourſelves, and ſee what we have done, what we 
have neglected ; how far we have been acceſſory 
to the declenſions of the particular Community 
we ſtand related to. Cold unaffected believer, 
that art inactive in thy ſtation in the Church of 
| Chriſt, confider whence, and wherefore thou art 
fallen; remember thy former zeal and repent ; 

| Conſider it is not our paſt works and labour that 
will excuſe our preſent ſloth and barrenneſs ; 


OY AS A2 


„ yea, rather our zeal in former times ſhall be 
- © brought in evidence againſt us, and 1 the 
luke warmneſs of our preſent frame, it we con- 


tine to revolt. We are never to lay down our 
m arms, or go off from our watch while in this 
e ſtate of ſin and temptation; nor are we conti- 
e. nued any one ſeaſon in the vineyard here below, 
without an expectation of bringing forth fruit 
to the glory of him that has planted us. So 
long as we remain in the body, the Church, it 
E ſhould be our ſtudy to edify it in love. Satan 
> ſometimes betrays a perſon into the neglect of 
his duty, from the conſideration of what he has 
already done ; he takes occaſion from his having 
been kept ſtedfaſt, and enabled to continue 
active under a profeſſion for a conſiderable time, 
to ſtir up high thoughts and preſumptuous con- 
ceits of his future ſtanding ; . and thus old pro- 
feſſors are ſometimes captivated, who were too 
vigilant and wary for the Serpent, when firſt 
they fat out in religion. Be not ignorant of 
r a Satan's devices; what he cannot compaſs at one 
ap- me, he will at another, if we are not on our 
nce © K 2 | watch. 
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watch. Beware Chriſtian of thinking you have 
done enough, you mult work whzle it is day, 


i. e. fo long as life laſts. In this reſpect we are 
to forget the things that are behind and to preji 


forward towards the mark for the high calling of 


Ged in Chrift Feſus : Thus it becometh us till 


our race is finiſhed, and our warfare fully ac- 


compliſhed. 


To conclude; Conſider, O Believer, who 
haſt deviated from thy former zeal, and art in. 


different about the things of Chriſt, whoſe cauſe 


thou art ſlighting, and trifling with; is it not 
the cauſe of thy Redeemer, who has bought 


thee with his precious blood ? Is it not trifling 


with the moſt ſacred inſtitutions, and abuſing 


that truſt which thy Lord has put into thy 
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hands, by granting thee a place in his viſible 
Church, and muſt thou not ſhortly be account. 


able to him for it? O, Sirs, confider the obli- 


gations you are under to Chriſt, the obligations iſ 


you have laid yourſelves under to his Church, 
what vows are upon you, and what opportuni 
ties you miſs cf communion with your Lord, 
and a bleſſing from his hand, when you flight 


and negle& your duty among his people. Con- | 


ſider the offence and grief you are to your Mi. 


niſter and your Fellow-members, to whom you i 


owe, in the Sight of God, and by all the ties 
of gratitude and fidelity, your utmoſt endez- 
vours after their comfort and encouragement. 


Tf theſe things are not ſufficient to move you 
bowels, and rouze your carnal, ſluggiſh Spirits, JF * 
SH | — remember'® 
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remember again, and more particularly, the 
2 * trong love of Chriſt which perſevered through 
all his dreadful ſufferings for your guilty ſouls, 
even to the drinking up the cup of divine 
* wrath, and thereby ſaved you from everlaſtin 
deſtruction, and made way for your eterna 
© happineſs. This is your hope, if you are true 
©” Believers in Chriſt ; and is it poſſible to have 
this hope in you, and be unconcerned about the 
hy honour of this Redeemer ? Is it poſſible to be 
in. daily exerciſing faith upon him, as having 
made reconciliation for you, and at the ſame 
time to make lighter of the privileges of his 
oht ' houſe, than of the common bounties of his 
© providence, and treat his Church and Ordinan- 
ces in a manner you would ſcorn to treat any 
thing you have the leaſt eſteem for ? 


nt. Cons1DER, O negligent and careleſs Be- 
bil. liever, Chriſt has not /eft his fir/# love to you; 
he is unchangeable in his affection; his love is 
© ſtill employed in your behalf in the court of 
heaven. We have an advocate with the Father, 
> Feſus Chriſt the righteous. | 1 John ii. 1.] Great 
© reaſon have we all who profeſs to hope he has 
IF loved us, and given himſelf for us an offering 
and facrifice to God, and have joined ourſelves 
to his people, to be aſhamed of every wilful 
| omiſſion of duty in his houſe, and confounded 
| at every inſtance in which we have been back- 
ward to glorify his name; for the ingratitude 
and unfaithfulneſs of ſuch conduct is not to be 
| expreſſed, However, bleſſed be his name, this 
| pre” is 
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is. our unſpeakable and undeſerved mercy, that, 


if with grief of heart for theſe backſlidiugs, we] 


humble ourſclves before him, his love will co- 
ver all this folly, his arms are open to embrace 
his repenting people; he is always faying with 
aſtoniſhing kindneſs in his word to every one 
who - bemoans his departure, I will heal your 
> 17 T will love you. freely. [Hoſea xiv, 
* HN 


IN a word, let us, under a conviction of the 
decays from our former love, inyoke the Holy 
Spirit, whom we have grieved and provoked, 
A declined people are not without a charge of 
ingratitude and fin againſt God the Spirit. A 
men grow cold to the things of Chriſt, and are 
carnal in their frames, it will be found upon 
examination his glory has not been afferted, nor 
his influences ſo ſincerely depended upon, or 
earneſtly ſought after, as they ought to have 
been. The belt of us, in this lukewarm day, 
may perhaps on reflection ſee cauſe to acknow- 
06-4 our indifferency towards him, and his 

onour. Infidelity abounds with reſpect to this 
glorious divine Perſon in our day and nation: [ 
fear he has been too much neglected by us that 
profeſs a regard to him. The little concern we 
| Have ſhewyn for his Perſon and Operations, while 

denied by ſome, and deſpiſed by others who 
have the form of godlineſs, is a humbling con- 
ſideration, and renders us unworthy his notice: 
but he is a gracious and loving Spirit, and ib 
ready, on our humiliation before the Lord, and 
„ | ſuppli- 


FP of 
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5 fopplications for him, to return with his ſweet 
and powerful influences. We ſhould not there- 
fore be diſcouraged from applying for his al- 
mighty aids. Through his efficacious operati- 

ons we ſhall revive and flouriſh again. With 

*contrite ſpirits then let us lift up our eyes to him 

from whence our help muſt come, and in the 

language of the Church, | Solomon's Song, chap. 
iv, 16.] fervently cry, Awake, O north wind, 
and come thou ſouth, blow upon my garden, that 
the ſpices thereof may flow out: then will all 


Y theſe miſts of vanity, raiſed by ſenſuality and 
9. clufions of one kind and another, that damp 
of WW our ſpiritual affections, and under which we are 
% = wandering from the path of duty, be diſpelled, 
© FW our graces will renew their vigour, and be 
on drawn forth into lively exerciſe, Thus we may 
expect the manifeſtation of Chriſt's ſpiritual 
T WW preſence, to our own joy and the glory of his 
e Church, according to the requeſt or hope ex- 
„ WW prefs'd in the latter part of the fame verſe, Let 
ny beloved come into his garden, and eat of his 
+ b pleaſant fruits. 


| May the Lord graciouſly heal the backſli- 
dings of his children in every Church of every 
denomination in the midſt of us. O that he 
would, for his name's ſake, deſcend as the dew 


yho upon our Jrael, ſo ſhall our branches ſpread, 
on- our beauty ſhall be as the olive-tree, and our 
- nell as Lebanon] Hoſea xiv. 
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